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L/R: Via Rail’s director of customer experience Michael Woeckle, Rivers Train Station Restoration Committee co-chairs Ralph Sprenger 

and Donna Morken share in the Via-coloured ribbon cutting ceremonies. Barb Sveistrup (far left) and Arleigh White held the ribbons.

Brandon closed, Rivers re-opened

By Sheila Runions

      B
anner Staff

F
ourteen years ago, Via 

Rail closed the train 

station at Rivers, so 

passengers have spent this time 

waiting in cars or standing on 

the platform deck in all kinds of 

weather. Much work and nearly 

as many years have gone into re-

opening Rivers’ station so better 

shelter could be afforded these 

customers. While the massive 

building which was a focal point 

for growth of this town 100 

years ago is not yet re-opened, 

there is now a shelter available. 

A nine- by 12-foot shed consid-

ered Via Rail’s Brandon North 

Station as recently as two weeks 

ago, was moved from its 25-year 

home to Rivers on Aug. 20. Via 

expected Brandon North would 

be moved by Sept. 1 but extra 

effort on behalf of Rivers Train 

Station Restoration Committee 

saw an earlier date.

Co-chair Ralph Sprenger 

says, “We brought it out early, 

but it would not have been pos-

sible without the support of Via 

Rail. People, without even being 

asked, were coming out of the 

woodwork to help us. That’s 

just a sign of the enthusiasm of 

the project.”

A cement foundation was pre-

pared prior to the permanent set-

ting of this heavy building—two 

forklifts were required to move 

the sturdy structure. Then work 

began to: remove steel bars on 

the windows; replace plexiglass 

on the windows (all four walls 

have windows for a total of 

nine, two of which are glass); 

paint inside and out; replace the 

linoleum; install new sensored 

lighting; repair the heater cover; 

remove, re�À nish and reinstall the 

wooden slat heritage bench. Bal-

last was donated by CN which 

d s a neater border around 

nd �Áower pots 

cial

ritt Janzen. Woeckle presented 

Sprenger a Via Rail return trip 

for two travel voucher, valued 

at $3,000-$5,000 depending 

on destination. (This will be 

raf�Á ed off as a fundraiser for the 

committee.) Sprenger in turn, 

presented Woeckle and Janzen 

railway spikes with a pewter 

train and Rivers plaque af�À xed 

(these are committee fundraisers 

and are available by contacting 

either chair).

Morken said, “It is
 with great 

pride and pleasure, that we an-

nounce the newly renovated 

Rivers Stationette. It w
ill be a 

great asset for our community 

and our region. It is
 a project 

that has been a partnership be-

tween Rivers/Daly Community 

velopment Corporation and 

Station Restoration 

k a step in 

thing CAN come from an idea; 

this is a big step. Basically, 

Brandon North was in a farm 

�À eld and now we are in a com-

munity, a better environment. 

People can feel safe here. If a 

train is late, they can come into 

town for some services. We hold 

this up as an example for other 

communities that this is the way 

to success. Huge credit is due 

Donna for sticking with it and 

never giving up.”

Train traffic at Rivers aver-

ages 400 passengers per year 

while Brandon North typically 

serves 1,700. With a total of ap-

proximately 2,200 passengers 

per year now boarding at Riv-

ers, improving safety concerns 

and reducing vandalism at the 

Brandon North station was a 

priority for Via. 

“The stationette is so much 

more than four walls and an 

now. Relocating the 

i ers will pro-
h an

ship we have created together 

will be a bene�À t to our passen-

gers and the town of Rivers.”

Currently, Via trains pass 

through Rivers every other day: 

westbound on Wednesday, Fri-

day and Sunday at 7:40 p.m.; 

eastbound on Sunday, Tuesday 

and Thursday at 8:23 a.m. Ef-

fective Dec. 2, the schedule will 

change to: westbound, Mon-

day, Thursday and Saturday 

at 3 p.m.; eastbound Tuesday, 

Thursday and Sunday at 4:30 

p.m. While it’s nice to think Via 

changed its schedule because 

of the Brandon North move, 

Janzen laughed and said the 

scheduling change was already 

in the works.
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vouchers are accurate be

af�Áed.
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During Ag Days in Brandon last week, Scott Gibson (far left) and Frank Conan (middle) with Ag West Equipment were out talking to visitors.  They were working with 

representatives from AGCO.

T his April, �À ve area hockey 
players will be lacing up their 
skates in Europe to train and 

play with the best. Zach Chivers 

(Neepawa), Daylon Creasy (Car-

berry), Blair Krutkewich (Neepa-

wa),  Braedon Mitchell (Brookdale) 

and Carter Zalluski (Alonsa) have all 

been invited to participate in Hockey 

Development International’s Team 

Western Selects.The organizati

in 2002 with the goal of exposing 

North American hockey players to 

the Czech Republic’s youth develop-

ment system.  Ryan Parent, Hockey 

Development International’s direc-

tor of Canadian operations and o

of the program’s fo40C

and 1995) are scouted at regional 

tournaments.  These 40 players are 

divided into two teams of 20 based

on year of birth. The pl
two we k

made up of players from th
western Ca

Five local players part of Western Selects

Twelve and thirteen year olds to attend training 

and competition in the Czech Republic.

By Kate Jackman-Atkinson
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BENEFITS OF THE BANNER INSERT PROGRAM

€ 100% penetration within our circulation area representing over 13,000 postal boxes
€ The results from the current release of the ComBase Readership Study indicates:
 National Readership Results:
  € 68% read last issue of their community newspaper
  € 47% read yesterday•s daily
  € 26% are community newspaper readers that cannot be reached by daily newspapers
  € community newspaper readers have a high a�  nity (relationship) towards their local 
                    community newspaper
  € the relationship between community newspapers and readers is a loyal one. On average, a 
    third do not read anything else
  € once a newspaper gets into the home, it was thoroughly read whether it was paid or free.
 Manitoba Readership Results
  € 74% of adults read the last issue of their community newspaper
  € 37% of adults read a daily newspaper yesterday
  € 27% of adults read only a community newspaper and cannot be reached by daily newspapers
  € Manitobans are not easily reached by broadcast; 30% did not listen to radio yesterday

INSERT RATE

National Agency Insert Rate per thousand: $75.00 

Local Insert Rates per thousand:
Single insertions ........................... $75.00

Premium Local Insert Rates per thousand:
10 inserts ........................................ $70.00
24 inserts ........................................ $65.00
36 inserts ........................................ $60.00
50 inserts ........................................ $50.00

PROGRAM ELEMENTS

1. Canada Post distribution to 100% of FSA (refer to distribution list by postal address).
2. Cost per thousand is calculated on the maximum weight of 40 grams per insert. 
     Additional cost of $16.00 per 10 grams over maximum weight.
3. Local Rates are net and non-commissionable. National Agency Rates are gross and 
     commissionable. GST extra. 
4. Single insert rate applies to all insert orders or to receive premium rates pre-booking by issue 
    date is required within a one year period from original booking date.
5. Booking and delivery deadline Tuesday prior to issue date.
6. Maximum product size to � t within newspaper 7-1/2Ž x 11-1/2Ž.
7. Folding costs of $25.00 per thousand will be applied if product exceeds maximum size. 

For more information, call (204) 476-3401 
€ Fax: (204) 476-5073 € Email: ads@neepawabanner.com

Effective January 2009

Maximize sales through premium � yer distribution with The Banner Newspapers
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