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DOWNTOWN kelwood 
Open this Sun Aug 3 & Aug 17 12-2pm

Open Mon Aug 4 10-3pm
Summer Hours: Friday & Saturday 9-7 pm

1st, 3rd & Holiday Sundays 12-2 pm
Kelwood AG. Fair Aug 9th • Parade - 11am

Car show, Ag Turkey Supper - 5pm at Community hall
OUR 10TH ANNIVERSARY THIS MONTH

THANKS TO ALL FOR SUPPORTING US
COFFEE AND TEA $1. THIS MONTH

CourtSeeds
Plumas, MB  courtseeds@gmail.com
courtseeds.ca  204-386-2354

SU PerformerSU Performer
New hybrid rye with consistent grain yields

Short straw height that resists lodging
Excellent dual purpose option for foragechris.kulbacki@plantpioneer.com

204-966-3245  or  204-476-6449

interlake.inc@gmail.com

INTERLAKE
EAVESTROUGHING & SIDING

Family owned and operated for over 40 years

Siding, Eavestroughing, Soffit, Fascia, 
Custom Capping & Gutter Guard

Free Estimates • 204-781-0533
We Guarantee Our Work!

A A rootin’-tootin’ good timerootin’-tootin’ good time!!

PHOTOS BY JOSHUA JACKSON

July 26 and 27 marked the annual McCreary Ag Society Fair. The two days 
were bustling with activity featuring a multi-day rodeo, children’s activities, 
a parade, a vendors market, and live entertainment.
Shown here are just a few scenes from the variety of events that took place.
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Dr. Gerard Murray
Optometrist

418 Mountain Ave. ~ Neepawa
•Evening Appointments Available•

PHONE: 476-5919

A ‘little festival with a big heart’
Harvest Sun Music Festival prepares to mark 20 years in Kelwood

The heart of Kelwood 
is prepared to come alive 
with the sound of music this 
month. From Aug. 15 to 17, 
the community will host its 
20th annual Harvest Sun 
Music Festival. And, while 
people who attend can 
expect the same good fun 
from past years, they can 
also expect some changes. 
According to Harvest Sun 
director Nadia Kuhl, at-
tendees can anticipate this 
year’s event to feel “more 
intimate, more rooted and 
maybe even more magical”.

“This year we have 
stepped out of the big tent 
and into the town itself. 
Evening concerts are now 
hosted in the Kelwood 
Community Hall, which 
we are transforming into 
what we have called The 
Prairie Portal, a whimsical 
space filled with music and 
twinkly lights,” said Kuhl. 
“We have shifted the vision 
to have a more place-based 
feel to it. The daytime music, 
including the Moody Mani-

toba Morning 
W o r k s h o p 
and a special 
k id’s  show, 
will take place 
at the Kel-
wood Camp-
ground, and is 
open to every-
one.”

Kuhl add-
ed,  “ We’re 
still celebrat-
ing Manitoba 
music w ith 
an incredible 
lineup but now 
it is woven into 
the heart of 
Kelwood in a 
way that feels 
deeply  au-
thentic. And 
partnering with the Boom 
Chuck Old Time Music 
Camp leading into the 
festival, is such a wonderful 
addition to the feel of the 
festival.”

A fresh start
Part of the inspiration 

for these adjustments came 
from a festival in Prince 
Edward Island known as 

the Festival of Small Halls, 
which focuses on the use of 
community halls as a music 
venue.

“Our inspiration has 
been to begin to see the 
spaces that already exist 
in the town as meaningful, 
and really, such a unique 
expression of rural prai-
rie life,” said Kuhl. “We 
wanted to engage with that, 

and the unique beauty of the 
prairies surrounding our 
village with its view of the 
escarpment, and so close to 
the national park.”

With the event date close 
at hand, Kuhl shared her 
perspective on marking 
Harvest Sun’s 20th year.

“It feels like a homecom-
ing and a fresh start all at 
once. We’ve been ref lect-

ing deeply on 
what Harvest 
Sun Truly is, 
and this 20th 
year gave us 
the per fect 
moment to 
listen inward 
and reimag-
i ne ,”  s a id 
Kuhl. “When 
you reach a 
m i l e s t o n e 
of 20 years, 
everyone who 
has been part 
of the festival 
will have a 
lot of mem-
ories from the 
past, but we 
are wanting 
to make space 

to also begin dreaming 
about new possibilities.”

Kuhl also remarked on 
the preparations made thus 
far, adding, “It’s been a 
beautiful blend of planning 
and dreaming. We’re not 
just organizing an event. 
When you curate a festival 
and you make changes, 
you are reshaping an ex-
perience. There has been 

incredible excitement and 
momentum behind the 
scenes. Everyone has been 
leaning in. And that feels 
very special.”

All welcome
As the organizers take 

these last few weeks to dot 
their i’s and cross their t’s, 
the team is buzzing with 
excitement. Kuhl shared 
that all involved are eager to 
welcome the coming festival 
goers to Kelwood.

“We’re so grateful to 
everyone who’s been part 
of the Harvest Sun story. 
Whether it’s your 1st year 
or your 20th, we hope you 
know how welcome you 
are,” said Kuhl. “This year, 
it feels like a threshold, from 
something that has been so 
special and magical, into 
the next beautiful phase of 
our little festival with a big 
heart! We’d love to see you in 
the Prairie Portal this year!”

The full details of the 
Harvest Sun Music Festi-
val’s events schedule can 
be found at www.harvest-
sunmusicfest.com.

By Casper Wehrhahn
Neepawa Banner & Press

Rolling Barrage to return to Neepawa
Annual motorcycle fundraiser breaks the stigma around PTSD

The cross-Canada ride 
that has become a symbol 
of support for veterans and 
first responders is returning 
to Neepawa this August. 
The Rolling Barrage is an 
annual event that attempts 
to bring awareness and 
break the stigma surround-
ing post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD) in veterans 
and first responders.  The 
Barrage sees its’ participat-
ing riders make stops in 
communities all across the 
country over a three week 
period. 

For the f ifth straight 
year, Neepawa will be one 
of those stops on Saturday, 
Aug. 9. The caravan of rid-
ers will stay in Neepawa for 
the night, before departing 
in the morning on Sunday, 
Aug. 10. 

Funds raised from The 
Rolling Barrage support 
various programs and in-
itiatives aimed at improving 
the lives of veterans and 
f irst responders. These 

include mental health sup-
port services, transition 
programs, adaptive sports 
programs, and educational 
scholarships.

For more information 

or to register for a leg of 
the ride, visit the Rolling 
Barrage’s Facebook page 
or website at therollingbar-
age.com.

By Eoin Devereux
Neepawa Banner & Press

FILE PHOTO

Orange Blossom Special performing at the 2024 Harvest Sun Music Festival. 

FILE PHOTO

S c e n e s  f r o m  t h e 
2024 Rolling Barrage 
i n  N e e p a w a .  T h e 
bar rage wi l l  soon 
make its return for the 
2025 run.
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By Casper Wehrhahn
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1975: Neepawa Pool elevator under construction
125 years ago,

Wednesday,
August 1, 1900

Note: The entries for 1900 are 
from The Neepawa Register, as 
The Press for that year is not fit 
for regular handling.

J. A. McGill has now 
been for several years a 
successful dealer in and 
breeder of English Birkshire 
pigs and his Gold Standard 
herd is becoming known 
as one of the best in the 
country…

Last week, at Winnipeg’s 
big annual fair– a provincial 
event– Mr. McGill was the 
fortunate winner of f ive 
firsts and three seconds, 
running a close second 
for the aggregate number 
in awards to the famous 
prize herds of Hon. Thos. 
Greenway.

V. N. G. Picker ing, 
of Minnedosa, was a 
successful exhibitor in the 
kennel line at the Winnipeg 
Fair winning second for his 
Russian wolf hound and 
fox terrier, and first place 
for Gordon setter and deer 
hounds.

100 years ago,
Tuesday,

August 4, 1925
Wm. Watson, of Plumas, 

is a visitor in Neepawa, 

the guest of his daughter, 
Mrs. Jas. G. Buchanan. 
He was a homesteader near 
Neepawa many years ago; 
and now he is in his 82nd 
year and he is just taking 
a few days off the farm to 
renew acquaintances.

75 years ago,
Thursday,

August 10, 1950
Neepawa Seniors, in 

their most impressive 
showing this season, won 
three out of four games over 
the weekend in Sportsman’s 
Park, Clear Lake.

50 years ago,
Thursday,

August 7, 1975
Construction is wel l 

advanced on the Pool 
elevator in Neepawa, 
but the portion already 
completed is but a fraction 
of the size of the proposed 
structure. Barely visible 
in the background is the 
conventional-sized UGG 
elevator.

Margaret Laurence, 
noted Canadian author 
and former resident of 
Neepawa, will be returning 
to her hometown Monday, 
Oct. 6.

Oct. 1 is now the official 
date on which Manitoba;s 
standard work week will be 
reduced from 44 hours to 
40 hours.

Poor cooperation on the 
part of the weatherman 
resulted in a few showers 
of rain but they were not 
enough to dampen the 
enthusiasm of visitors to the 
McCreary Rodeo held over 
the past weekend.

In all, there were 4,800 
visitors to the rodeo, a 
higher total than was 
attained last year.

Construction of the new 
junior high wing for NACI 
is progressing according 
to schedule with most 
of the groundwork and 
foundation construction 
completed. It is hoped 
that construction will be 

complete in time to open 
the school in early January.

The Neepawa Fi re 
Department was called 
out at approximately 5:30 
a.m. Sunday to deal with 
a pile of hay bales on 
Highway 258 just south of 
the junction with Highway 
4 in Neepawa.

The alarm was reportedly 
turned in by employees at 
East View Lodge who saw 
the f lames and thought that 
a vehicle was on fire. The 
incident was the second of 
its type to occur in recent 
weeks.

A spokesman for the 
f ire department stated 
that the incident is under 
inves t igat ion by t he 
Neepawa detachment of the 
RCMP and fire department 
representatives...

The latest incident 
represented a cost of 
approximateky $100 to the 
town as the fire department 
was cal led out, and a 
prior incident about two 
weeks ago cost the RM of 
Langford approximately 
$200.

Considerable interest 
has been expressed in 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  c i r c l e s 
concerning a mutant strain 
of Glenlea wheat grown on 
the Don Barilla farm near 
Eden.

The two-headed wheat, 
pictured in The Press last 
week, is very unusual, 
particularly when bith 
heads are growing out of 
the stock. Carberry Ag-rep 
Lloyd Cavers contacted 
Al Martin in Winnipeg, 
chief of the crops section 
of these soils and crops 
department in the Manitoba 
Department of Agriculture. 
Mr. Martin felt the unusual 
strain could have resulted 
from herbocide damage as 
a result of spraying too early 
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Around this time in 1975, the construction of the Pool elevator in Neepawa was 
considered well underway. However, there was certainly quite a fair bit left to go! 
Seen in the background, just peeking out over the top of the new construction, 
is the top of the UGG elevator.
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Elite Hair Fashion used 
to be in the I .O.O.F. 
building in Neepawa. 
This advertisement is 
from the Aug. 7, 1975 
edition of The Press.

I strain to reach the end of the race 
and receive the prize for which God 
is calling us up to heaven because 

of what Christ Jesus did for us.
Philippians 3:14 (The Living Bible) 

www.neepawaroxy.cawww.neepawaroxy.ca

August 6 & 7 • SHOWTIME: 7:30 pm
F1

Dubbed “the greatest that never was,” Sonny Hayes 
(Brad Pitt) was FORMULA 1’s most promising 

phenom of the 1990s until an accident on the track 
nearly ended his career. PG

August 13 & 14 • SHOWTIME: 7:30 pm
SMURFS

Sign up to get weekly movie listings delivered to your inbox: roxyneepawa.ca/email

WASAGAMING

Digital Projection and Dolby Sound!

204-848-2423
Visit the largest log cabin theatre 
on the North American continent

Saturday, Sunday & Monday • August 2, 3 & 4 • (PG)
7:30 p.m. 

THE LAST RODEO
Tuesday & Wednesday • August 5 & 6 • (PG-13)

7:30 p.m.
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - THE FINAL RECKONING

Thursday & Friday • August 7 & 8 • (PG)
7:30 p.m.

HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON

Welcome back for another 
season of movies! 

Use this QR Code to check
 out our website!

or too heavily.
He explained that the 

spots in the field where the 
two-headed wheat have 
sprung up could have been 
late germinating due to 
wheel packing, etc., and 
that this could result in the 
odd growth pattern.

Both Mr. Martin and 
Mr. Cavers were hanpered 
in their analysis attempts 
by a lack of f irst hand 
knowledge of the field and 
the crop...

But another, alternative, 
solution to the problem of 
two-headed wheat has been 
advanced by Dr. Robert 
Wolfe, a plant researcher at 
the Brandon Agricultural 
Research Station who has 
examined specimens of the 
wheat.

Dr. Wolfe suggested in 
an article in the Brandon 
Sun that the seed had been 
frozen before it ripened and 
that the liquid nitrogen 
pumped into the soil after 
the seed as fertilizer hit the 
plant at exactly the right 
stage. This, he suggests, 
gave the seed a sudden burst 
of energy and somehow 

stimulated the growth of 
two heads inside the shaft...

The occurence of the 
two-headed wheat is unique 
in the memory of all the 
plant specialists contacted.

20 years ago,
Monday,

August 8, 2005
Organizers are calling 

Neepawa’s ninth annual 
Lily Festival one of the 
best ever.

Rollin’ Thunder lived 
up to its name as Neepawa 
hosted its fourth annual 
drag races a week ago 
Saturday.

The vehicle, owned 
by Brad Janishewski of 

Edmonton is a modified 
Honda powered by a jet 
engine, which shoots 60 
feet of f lames as it takes off.

Requiring a parachute to 
stop, [drag race organizer 
Monty] Simon said Rollin 
Thunder burned up the 
track at 175 miles an hour.

Disclaimer: The information 
gathered and used each week in 
the Looking Back feature is dir-
ectly taken from the original print 
copy of  the Neepawa Press and 
Neepawa Banner newspapers. 
Any errors or omissions from 
stories (Factually or otherwise) 
are the result of  the original print 
and not the responsibility of  the 
archivist for the current version of  
the Neepawa Banner & Press.

MTS Channel 30 & 1030 • Bell ExpressVu 592 • Cable 17
online at www.nactv.tv • nactv@wcgwave.ca • 204-476-2639

Highlights of the week 
Amazing Race Neepawa

Aug 4 at 12:15 Pm | Aug 7 at 8:00 PM | Aug 9 at 10:30 AM 

Multicultural Event Performances
Aug 4 at 8:00 PM | Aug 7 at 1:30 PM | Aug 9 at 1:00 PM 

Business Spotlight: Lola’s Bakery
Aug 5 at 10:45 AM | Aug 7 at 1:00 PM | Aug 9 at 7:00 PM

NACTV

Wednesday 
nights at 7 P.M.

Bonanza over $21,000 • Blackout over $12,000 
Toonie Pot over $13,000

 Visit nactv.tv for exact amounts. For more info call 204-476-2639. 
LGCA 6052-MB-45955

Community Announcements on NACTV 
is only $2 per day & it airs 2-3 times per day



For many months now we have 
been hearing lurid details about 
the five junior hockey players 

charged with sexual assault. I have 
no intention of trying to re-tell the 
story, we have heard enough about 
the details.

What we haven’t heard much about 
is how did we get into this kind of 
situation and how can it be avoided 
in the future? There are some logical  
lessons to be learned, and while I 
don’t expect some people to agree 
with these lessons, I do think that they 
still need to be strongly considered.

People need to understand that sex 
is not a spectator sport. Neither is it a 
right to have a sexual relationship, it’s 
a privilege best left to married or com-
mitted couples. The men involved in 
this sex trial, should have learned that 
from a general observation of human 
history, along with stories from their 
hockey buddies, from high school 
friendships or their parents. While 
the activities of these five men were 
deemed to be not guilty (subject to the 
Crown Attorney filing an appeal), I 
doubt that anyone would put their 
actions in the “wise move” section.

Ahead of getting involved in the 
manner they did, they should also 
have learned that after consuming 
alcohol, or other substances, a per-
son’s judgement is impaired. 

It’s up for debate as to whether they 
will ever play NHL hockey again and 
they have not played for a period of 
time now. Even if the protests of the 
NHL Players Association prevail, it 
will be nigh unto impossible to remove 
the stain they put on their reputations. 
And then there’s the psychological 
damage they have done to themselves.

The woman involved will certainly 

Perspectives

Rick Rack and 
bias tape…

While sharing a delightful cup of coffee with a 
friend the conversation turned, as it so often 
does, to long ago. Not long ago and far away, 

for in our memories, years long gone don’t seem that 
far away! We were reminiscing about clothing- fashions 
and functions. When I was a child, a dress needed to 
last a long time. When crafted, a deep hem would be 
essential, and as I grew, the hem was let down. If the 
fabric had worn well it wouldn’t look too obivious that 
several inches had appeared. Too often the old hem line 
was a distinct track around the entire skirt. Rick rack 
to the rescue! For those too young to understand, rick 
rack was a zig zag ribbon thing. The colour, if one was 
fortunate, would be co-ordinated to the dress material. 
In a pinch a carefully stitched strip of bias tape could 
be introduced. I can’t recall that either myself or my 
peers kicked up a fuss about stretching a garment to 
last another year. Many of my generation grew up with 
hand-me-downs, from family member on down, and, if 
one was lucky, the line of descent could originate with a 
city kid. That was pure gold. My older sister and I are 
close in age, but weren’t close in size; I relied on clothing 
from a skinny cousin and her family lived in town and 
her dad was a teacher – beautiful garments passed down 
to me. Our chatter recalled having a school outfit and 
home clothes. As soon as you returned from school you 
changed into your work garb. Often one year’s outing 
outfit became the next year’s work clothes. I can recall 
having a Sunday outfit and a little Sunday outfit. The 
second one was often last years model, too good for 
school or play, but not quite good enough for church!

Then we got giggling about footwear. She told of the 
year her feet grew so much that her father took the sturdy 
leather oxfords to the local shoemaker; he extended the 
toe and the sole- the ugliest shoe on record! But, warm, 
waterproof, and sensible. Just not attractive! There 
was the year my father took me to Mr. Fels shoe shop 
in Roland. (It was so much more than shoes; clocks, leather 
works, repairs.) The shoes I absolutely fell in love with 
were one full size too large, and they were the only ones 
I wanted. I stuffed the toe with paper until I grew into 
them, sadly aging them well before their time. And the 
rubber boots that we needed to wear over the shoes...

The last f it of laughter was about the sealer rings we 
used to keep our stockings up. Do I need to explain 
sealer rings? Rubber rings, red or white that were used 
to seal glass jars in the canning process. We wondered 
how skinny our legs were to have such a device keep up 
those lovely brown cotton stockings! Usually mended 
and darned….

Bottom line, we were fed and clothed. Warm and 
presentable. Mostly grateful. Not a bad measuring stick.
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Repeating the mistakes 
is avoidable
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Rita FriesenRita Friesen

HomebodiesHomebodies

be damaged in a number of ways. 
She threw caution to the wind by 
apparently over consuming alcohol. 
And not to pick on this particular 
woman, but is nobody teaching or 
learning about not placing yourself 
in potentially dangerous situations? 
There is no excuse for the players ac-
tion. It’s also difficult to find enough 
adjectives to explain how dumb their 
actions were, how stupid and selfish.

After thousands of years of human 
activity, one would think that people 
would have learned that personal 
safety should not be intentionally 
put at risk.

As I ref lect on my years of experi-
ence and observation, society has 
never been successful in coping with 
sexuality and sexual activity. When 
I was young, some really dumb and 
naive people were pushing the “free 
love” idea. It sounded so good, but 
love or sex is never free, it comes 
with huge responsibilities and some 
risks. Then some of these same people 
pushed the idea of “safe sex”. Again, 
that was dumb and naive. There is 
no such thing as “safe sex”. There 
are always risks. Risk of pregnancy, 
risk of sexually transmitted diseases, 
the possibility high risk pregnancies 
for the mother and the baby. Sex 
doesn’t always turn out the way one 

might hope.
What I do know is this whole sordid 

hockey player mess could have been 
avoided. Neither the woman, nor the 
men, should have put themselves in  
the situation.  

And speaking of situations, Hockey 
Canada completely botched handling 
the whole deal.  They should not have 
settled out of court and definitely not 
without telling the hockey players.

The police did not initially charge 
the five men, and years later, the 
judge found them not guilty. But 
Hockey Canada decided they were 
guilty and that they, and Hockey 
Canada, needed to be protected by 
Hockey Canada funds, funds that 
every hockey boy and girl in Canada 
contributed to with their annual fees. 
Hockey Canada paid a lot of money 
to the woman involved to keep the 
situation out of the public eye. The 
woman and the players may never 
recover from this mess, neither will 
Hockey Canada. The woman and 
the players do have the option of 
repenting before God and being for-
given. It’s a matter of opinion if God 
forgives organizations.

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this 
column are the writer’s personal views and 
are not to be taken as being the view of the 
newspaper staff.

Ken WaddellKen Waddell

Right in the Right in the 
CentreCentre
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Strengthen the things that remain

the first time I had stood 
with parents who were 
grieving the loss of a child. 
I heard their stories and felt 
their pain as they spoke of 
the huge hole that was left by 
their child’s passing. But last 
October, I wasn’t standing 
with someone else’s family. I 
was standing with my own.

Every member of our 
family (immediate and ex-
tended), changed radically 
the night our child died. 
We found ourselves deal-
ing with a type of grief we 
had never faced before; and 
wondering how long our 
broken hearts would take 
to heal, if they ever would.

Then about a month ago, 
I listened to an interview 
with grief counsellor Megan 
Devine. She knows, having 
experienced it personally, 
how it feels to suddenly lose 
a loved one. She under-

stands the inner pain and 
emptiness caused by this 
sudden change in family dy-
namics. She wastes no time 
in condemning the things 
friends and neighbours say 
that they hope will comfort 
those who mourn; but that 
often add to the pain they 
already feel.

In Chapter 2 of her book: 
“It’s OK That You’re Not 
OK,” she writes: “Grief is 
not a problem to be solved; 
it is an experience to be 
carried.”

Those are some of the 
most liberating words I have 
ever read. Thanks to them, 
I am no longer troubled 
when I hear people tell me 
that they may never fully 
recover from the loss of a 
child, a parent, a partner or 
a close friend. That’s OK. 
By God’s grace and with his 
help, each of us can carry 

The life lesson I want 
to share this week 
is one I have been 

learning since my mother 
passed away. It began when 
one of my aunts told me 
that I was now “one of the 
old people.” When I asked 
what she meant by that, 
she said: “Well, both your 
parents have died. You are 
their oldest child. Your job 
is to look out for your family. 
That makes you one of the 
old people.” I smiled then; 
but I have never forgotten 
those words.

They took on additional 
significance after the deaths 
of my wife’s parents. At 
that point, we literally 
became “the old people 
in the family.” Now the 
family came to our house 
for special occasions. The 
cooking wasn’t as tasty as 
grandma’s (nothing will 
ever be) but the memories 
of those special days, espe-
cially Christmas 2023 will 
never be forgotten.

Then came October, 
2024; and the news that 
one of our blended family’s 
four children had suddenly 
passed away. This wasn’t 

our unique experience of 
grief with dignity and opti-
mism; and allow ourselves 
the time we need for our 
broken hearts to heal.

As part of this healing, 
we need to strengthen the 
relationships that remain 
with those who, like us, are 
grieving the same loss; those 
who worked with our loved 
ones; those who were part of 
their social circles; and the 
new additions (close friends, 
partners, children) to their 
families that were being 
welcomed into our families 
and who need to know that 
they are still part of us and 
welcome to heal with us.

You and I will never go 
through life without feeling 
some form of grief. But we 
must never allow that grief 
to separate us from those we 
love. By strengthening the 
relationships that remain, 
we can help create a world 
in which all people, what-
ever their loss and however 
deeply they may be hurting, 
can receive the hope, help 
and healing they need.

Thumbs down for the current state of the streets. 
We all know how bad the roads are, but the Town 
[of Neepawa] is talking about a new recreation 
facility and school. Why not put that money first 
into infrastructure? Can’t barely 
drive here anymore 
Also, start giving fines to those 
scooters using sidewalks!! Incredibly 
annoying. 
Colin Whelan
Neepawa, MB
Editor’s note: Currently, there are no 
by-laws in place for enforcement related to those types of 
scooters.

A thumbs up to the crews of the Town of Neepawa 
taking care of the south side of Highway # 16 
approaching Neepawa from the 
west.  You’re doing a meticulous job. 
I am well aware of the challenges of 
this strip over the years. Veterans 
Way is a pleasure to walk! 
Liz Sumner 
Neepawa, MB

Thumbs up, 
thumbs down

Neil StrohscheinNeil Strohschein

FaithfullyFaithfully
YoursYours

In the spring, I had posted about the streets in Nee-
pawa and the Town posted back bragging about all 
the streets they were fixing. Well its nearing the end 
of summer and I don’t see anything 
being done. The hospital street is 
awful, the junction of #16 and 5th, 
by Dairy Queen is a mess and so on 
and so on. It’s time the residents of 
Neepawa start complaining. 
Terry Bradley
Arden, MB
Editor’s note: This Thumbs Down was edited down 
slightly to get closer to the word count requirements for 
these types of submissions.

Denis, the apparent operations 
manager for the Town had his 
workers go down the backlane of 
our street and hack at a tree (Not 
even cutting the branches to the trunk) 
and a bush (Same thing, just random 
cutting of branches) that were appar-
ently impeding the backlane. Well, unless these 
two items were 100 feet long, they didn’t impede 
anything.  Instead of BEAUTIFYING things you 
are MUTILATING them and leaving it up to the 
homeowner to fix.
Catherine Sage
Neepawa/ Calgary

Thumbs down to the person or persons that felt they 
had the right to go on private property and pick our 
choke cherries. Well, shame on you. 
If you were that desperate to pick 
them, you could have asked!
P.S., you missed a few...
Catherine Sage
Neepawa/Calgary 

‘Public trust matters too’
After nearly two 

months of silence, 
the federal minister 

responsible for Parks Can-
ada, Steven Guilbeault, has 
finally responded to the 
growing outrage over the 
Agency’s sudden motorized 
watercraft ban on Clear 
Lake only to express his 
“utmost confidence” in the 
decision.

Local Member of Parlia-
ment for Riding Mountain, 
Dan Mazier, who has been 
pressing the Minister since 
May, says the response is 
nothing short of a slap in 
the face to the community.

“After hiding for months, 
the Minister’s only message 
is that this is not his respon-
sibility,” Mazier said. “Pass-
ing the buck to the very 
off icials who blindsided 
everyone is not leadership. 
It is neglect for the people, 
pure and simple.”

In a May 27 letter, Mazier 
warned the Minister that 
Parks Canada’s abrupt 
reversal, after months of 
telling residents and busi-
nesses to plan around a 

“one boat, one lake” policy, 
had “blindsided the com-
munity” and undermined 
months of preparation. He 
called for two immediate 
actions: reinstate the one-
boat-one-lake policy and 
replace local leadership in 
the park to rebuild trust.

When no response came, 
Mazier followed up on June 
5th, demanding a public, 
in-person meeting. He 
called the continued silence 
“unacceptable.”

Mazier’s office was ad-
vised earlier this month 
from the local park super-
intendent, that there were 
no plans for Parks Canada 
to host a public meeting to 
explain their decision de-
spite 500 individuals sign-
ing up to attend a meeting.

Guilbeault’s eventual 
response acknowledges the 

“disruption and frustra-
tion” caused by Parks Can-
ada’s decision but did not 
address Mazier’s recom-
mendations, offering noth-
ing to address the anger and 
economic consequences felt 
across the region.

Guilbeault claimed the 
matter “falls entirely under 
Parks Canada’s delegated 
authorities” and expressed 
his “utmost confidence” in 
the officials who imposed 
the motorized watercraft 
ban without specif ically 
explaining the rationale 
behind the sudden reversal 
in policy.

For Mazier, the Min-
ister’s letter neglected the 
matter.

“Parks Canada reports 
to the Minister. Hiding 
behind ‘delegated author-
ities’ after communities 

were blindsided isn’t leader-
ship,” Mazier said. “I gave 
the Minister two straight-
forward fixes in May: re-
store the one-boat-one-lake 
policy and replace the local 
leadership that has lost the 
public’s trust. The minister 
ignored both, then told us 
it’s none of his business.”

Mazier’s original cor-
respondence detailed how 
Parks Canada continued 
advising the public as late 
as May 12th that motorized 
boats would be permitted, 
before abruptly reversing 
course without public con-
sultation or explanation.

“Clear Lake’s health 
matters to everyone, but 
public trust matters too,” 
Mazier said. “You cannot 
tell people to plan around 
one policy all winter and 
spring, then abruptly re-
verse it hours before the 
May long weekend. And 
you certainly can’t pretend, 
as the Minister, that you 
have no responsibility to 
fix it.” Mazier said.

Continued on
Page 10

From the office From the office 
of Dan Mazierof Dan Mazier
Member of ParliamentMember of Parliament
Dauphin - Swan River - NeepawaDauphin - Swan River - Neepawa

Congratulations to Neepawa Settlement Services 
for organizing the Multicultural Celebration last 
Saturday. Booth staff and perform-
ers were pleased with the venue and 
would support this as an annual 
event!!
John Drinkwater 
Neepawa, MB



TCS foods (time/temperature control 
for safety) are foods that have a high 
protein content, are rich in moisture, and 
have a low acidity. I believe most of us have 
a better understanding of high protein 

foods but not the high moisture or low acidity ones. The more moisture a food has, the 
more likely it is to grow harmful bacteria.  Lemonade is high in moisture, it also has 
high acidity so it is not a TCS food. Tomato juice, however, has high moisture and low 
acidity making the perfect combination to create bacteria. Pineapple is highly acidic, 
so bacteria will be less likely to grow on it if you leave it out in the open for a long time.

Bacteria grows more readily on foods with lower acidity. Watermelon, cantaloupe, 
and honeydew melons have a high water content and are low in acidity, making them 
susceptible to bacterial contamination, especially after being cut. The rind can harbor 
bacteria that can transfer to the f lesh during cutting. Contamination of fruits and 
vegetables can come from water, soil, fertilizer, wild animals or birds and unsanitary 
processing methods.  Wash fruits and vegetables under running water  to remove 
harmful microorganisms and refrigerate left overs  immediately after eating. Do not 
use soap or bleach to wash fresh vegetables or fruits. These products are not intended 
for consumption. Peel and discard the outer leaves of lettuce and cabbage because they 
are likely to have more dirt and microorganisms on them.

Keep cutting boards clean by washing them with hot, soapy water after each use 
then rinse with water and air dry. Both wooden and plastic cutting boards can be 
sanitized with a solution of 5 mL (1 tsp.) of household bleach to 750 mL (3 cups) of 
water in a labelled spray bottle. Allow the bleach solution to stand for several minutes 
on the cutting boards. Rinse with clear water and air dry or pat dry with clean paper 
towels. Nonporous acrylic, plastic, glass boards and solid wood boards can be washed 
in a dishwasher.  The best wood boards to have are Bamboo as they are harder and less 
porous than hardwoods. Bamboo absorbs very little moisture and resists scarring from 
knives, so they are more resistant to bacteria than other wooden boards.

To keep your food safe and your kitchen clean, just remember these four words; 
clean, separate, cook, and chill.   Clean: wash hands and surfaces often, separate: don’t 
cross-contaminate, cook: cook to proper temperature and chill: refrigerate promptly. 
Safe and happy cooking. 
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out of helen’s kitchen
Helen Drysdale

Delsie MartinDelsie Martin

Your Your 
Listening EarListening Ear

Inviting your partner 
to conversation

In my last article of 
Your Listening Ear, 
we talked about the 

importance of structuring 
and preparing a serious con-
versation with your partner. 
This article will talk about 
inviting your partner into 
conversation. These tips 
can really be used for any 
serious conversation, but 
we will speak in terms of 
relationships here. 

When you are inviting 
your partner into con-
versation it’s essential to 
approach them in an open 
and inviting way. The first 
way you can show that 
you are inviting them into 
conversation is to create an 
attuned environment by 
turning off the TV, putting 
away laptops and phones, 
closing the door etc.…. You 
can show an open invita-
tion by the words that you 
use. Ensure that they are 
direct and to the point. If 
you have a partner who is 
anxious about having ser-
ious conversations you can 
start your invitation with, “I 
don’t want you to worry but 
I want to talk with you about 
our finances right now”. 

During serious conversa-
tions with anxious partners, 
it can also be helpful to share 
with them, “I’m not going 
anywhere”. Physically, your 
body posture should be 
open, don’t cross legs, cross 
arms, drop head. An open 
body posture makes the 
nervous system feel settled 
and is less threatening. A 
lot of people will mirror 
the body language of the 
person who is attuning to 
them so you may find your 
partner adopting that same 
open posture, allowing for 
their brain to open in the 
same way. The couple can-
not fear each other. People 
struggle because one or 
both partners have a fear of 
being berated, yelled at, or 
spoken down to. This threat 
could be real (in the case of 

mental/emotional abuse) or 
could be imagined. If your 
partner has been in an abu-
sive relationship in the past, 
helpful statements could be, 
“I want to tackle this WITH 
you, I am not going to hurt 
you” or “I want you to feel 
safe talking to me right now” 
can put them at ease. 

Adult attachment says 
that our attachment styles 
that we develop in child-
hood affect how we feel 
about and communicate in 
our intimate relationships. 
Secure attachment being 
the “normal”, it is looked at 
along two dimensions
1) Attachment anxiety: 
An anxious attachment style 
in childhood (caregiving 
and/or emotional support 
was inconsistent. These 
individuals worry that their 
partner with reject or aban-
don them and deem them 
unworthy of love. 
2) Attachment avoid-
ance: An avoidant at-
tachment style in child-
hood. Caregiving and/
or emotional support was 
neglectful or abusive. These 
individuals feel uncomfort-
able with closeness and 
connection. They can at 
times do a swing toward 
extreme independence and 
have trouble seeing the value 
of connection in intimate 
relationships. 

The motivation to ad-
dress problems has two 
facets, an approach and 
an avoidance. An anxious 
attachment style fosters a 
tendency to consider ap-
proach, but end up avoiding 
(a person would like to have 

an important conversation 
with their partner but does 
not because they are afraid) 
and an avoidant style tends 
to not even consider the ap-
proach (the person doesn’t 
even consider the value of 
attempting the conversa-
tion or the value isn’t worth 
the risk and effort). The 
experience of an avoidant 
individual is that they don’t 
get a whole lot of reward 
and positive reinforcement 
from their daily emotional 
encounters, so they don’t 
see a point in attempting 
with their intimate part-
ners. Anxious individuals 
are surrounded by so much 
fear and second guessing 
themselves in their daily 
emotional interactions that 
although they understand 
that approaching is import-
ant, they are afraid to and 
ease that fear by avoiding 
the interaction altogether. 
Studies show that when a 
threat to the relationship 
occurs, avoidant individuals 
will distance themselves 
from the relationship as 
a protective mechanism. 
Anxious individuals can 
become clingy and if this 
doesn’t work, actively dis-
tance.

Now that you’ve invited 
your partner into conversa-
tion, we have to have the 
conversation. Next time in 
Your Listening Ear, we will 
delve into the conversation.

Delsie Martin (BA, MSW, 
RSW), is a Registered Social 
Worker working out of The 
Wellness Clinic in Brandon. 
She can be reached at dmartin@
wellnessclinicbrandon.ca.

Dr. Derek Papegnies
Optometrist

499 Mountain Ave.
Beautiful Plains Community Medical Clinic

For appointment please call:
204-476-2002

TCS foods

Raspberry sauce
Raspberries are my all-time favourite fruit and my back yard patch is producing well. 

These intense f lavoured berries are extremely fragile and are best picked and used or 
frozen right away.  I make this raspberry sauce to top ice cream, pancakes, cakes or use 
on whatever you desire topped.

2 cups fresh or frozen raspberries
1/3 cup water
1/3 cup sugar

2 tsp. lemon juice
1 1/2 Tbsp. each water 

and cornstarch

Place the raspberries, water, sugar and lemon juice in a small saucepan. Bring to a 
boil and simmer over low heat for 4-5 minutes, stirring occasionally until the raspberries 
have broken down. Mix the cornstarch and water together in a small bowl. While stirring 
add the cornstarch mixture a little at a time and simmer, stir until thickened. If  you like 
your sauce without seeds put it through a fine mesh sieve using a spatula. The sauce can 
be stored in an air-tight container in the refrigerator for up to five days.

Raspberry coffee cake

This Raspberry Almond Coffee Cake is a tender, buttery coffee cake layered with 
raspberries and topped with crunchy sliced almonds. This makes a large cake but it 
freezes well for a later time.

3 1/2 cups raspberries, 
fresh or frozen

2 Tbsp. lemon juice
1 cup water

1 1/3 cups sugar
1/3 cup cornstarch

Batter
3 cups f lour
1 cup sugar

1 tsp. baking powder
1 1/2 tsp. baking soda

1 tsp. cinnamon
1 cup cold butter, diced

2 large eggs, 
lightly beaten

1 cup buttermilk 
1 tsp. vanilla 

Topping
1/2 cup f lour

1/2 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup butter, softened
1 cup slivered almonds

Glaze
2-3 tablespoons milk 

or cream
1 cup powdered sugar

In a pot, cook raspberries, lemon juice and water over medium heat 5 minutes. Com-
bine sugar and cornstarch; stir into fruit mixture, stirring all the while. Bring to a low 
boil; cook and stir 2-3 minutes until thickened. Set aside to cool.

In a bowl, combine flour, sugar, baking powder, baking soda and cinnamon. Cut 
in butter until mixture resembles coarse crumbs. Stir the eggs, buttermilk and vanilla 
together. Add to the flour and butter mixture. Spread half  into a greased 13x9-inch cake 
pan that has been lightly greased. Spread raspberry filling over batter; spoon remain-
ing batter over filling. Topping: Combine flour, sugar and butter till it resembles coarse 
crumbs. Add the almond slivers. Sprinkle over top of  the cake. Bake 40-45 minutes or 
until golden brown. Combine glaze ingredients; drizzle over warm cake.

Woodhaven Leathers
Handmade Leather Belts

Dog Collars * Cell Cases
Bracelets

Kathleen Sulz 
Arden, Manitoba

204-368-2304
WOODHAVENLEATHERS.COM
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We each owe how much!?!
CTF’s Debt Clock makes a stop in Neepawa

Do you have an extra 
$23,000 right now hid-
ing under your mattress 
or buried in a tin can in 
the back yard? For most 
Manitobans, the answer 
to that question is most 
definitely ‘no’. 

But if you do happen 
to have that bit of extra 
cash lying around, then 
congratulations. Because 
according to the Canadian 
Taxpayer’s Federat ion 
(CTF), that’s means you 
can pay your fair share of 
the government debt.

The Federation recently 
drove that point home 
(literally), when it brought 
its touring Debt Clock to 
Neepawa on Wednesday, 
July 23. The Debt Clock is a 
digital counter mounted on 
the side of a moving truck 
that shows the provincial 
debt going up in real time. 
The CTF is taking the Debt 
Clock across the province to 
show the debt increasing in 
real time. The Federation 
began its Manitoba tour at 
the Legislative Building in 
Winnipeg on July 22, with 
stops in Steinbach, Winkler, 
Neepawa, and Brandon 
over the course of the next 
few days.

According to Gage Hau-
brich, the Prairie Director 
for the Canadian Taxpay-
er’s Federation, the aim of 
the tour is to raise awareness 
about Manitoba’s growing 
deficit. Haubrich explained 
that the debt has surpassed 
$35 billion and continues to 
increase.

“It’s going up about 
$4,000 a minute, or $5.5 
million a day,” said Hau-
brich. “When that amount 
is divided among Mani-
toba’s population, the debt 
amounts to more than 
$23,000 per person. That’s 
how much every single one 
of us in the province owes 
in government debt.”

It’s the interest 
that gets you

Haubrich added that on 
top of the debt itself, there 
is also the amount of inter-
est that accumulates over 
time. The government has 
to spend about $2.3 billion 
this year just on the debt 
interest, which comes out 
to almost 10 per cent of the 

total budget. For Manitoba 
taxpayers, they pay the 
second highest per person 
debt interest charges in the 
entire country.

When the numbers reach 
a point such as this, it can 
be difficult for the average 
person to envision the true 
size and scope of the prob-
lem. That’s what the debt 
clock is for, said Haubrich. 

“When you see the num-
bers increasing at such 
a quick rate, by almost 
$4,000 a minute along the 
side of the truck, for a lot 
of people, it really puts it 
all into perspective. A lot 
of people react by saying, 
‘I didn’t realize it was this 
bad, and something needs 
to be done about it.’”

PHOTO BY EOIN DEVEREUX

Representatives with the Canadian Taxpayers Federation, including Prairie Director 
Gage Haubrich (On right), travelled across Manitoba last week in the CTF Debt 
Clock vehicle.

OPTOMETRISTS

DR. K. VANDERHEYDEN
DR. J. MILLS

Monday-Friday
8:00am - 5:00 pm

115 2nd Ave NW
Dauphin, MB

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
CALL FOR APPOINTMENTS

204-638-3223

Local organizations 
receive accessibility 

funding

Three local organiza-
tions within the West-
man region are receiving 
funding to help enhance 
accessibility. 

Last week, the Mani-
toba Government an-
nounced it is providing 
$820,000 in funding to 
33 organizations to help 
remove barriers and im-
prove accessibility across 
the province. 

A press release by the 
government noted that 
the Manitoba Accessibility 
Fund is an annual grant 
program that provides 
one-time, project-based 
grants to help non-profit 
organizat ions, munici-
palities, and businesses 
remove barriers, create 
awareness and support 
compliance with the Ac-
cessibility for Manitobans 
Act. 

Criteria for receiving 
funding includes the pro-
ject raising awareness 
about the prevention and 
removal of barriers; de-
veloping tools, resources 
and training to support 
compliance with legislated 
standards; and removing 
barriers to information 
and communication, elec-
tronically, in print and in 
person.

The Man itoba Ac-
cessibility Fund is in its 
fourth year and has funded 
142 accessibility projects 
across the province worth 
more than $3 million.

The Beautiful Plains 
School Division (BPSD) 
is getting $8,400 to im-
prove the accessibi l ity 
of the school division’s 
website, ensuring equal 

access to information and 
services for people with 
disabilities. The project 
aims to enhance user ex-
perience for all visitors and 
increase awareness about 
accessibility issues within 
the organization and the 
broader community. The 
BPSD has 2,300 students 
and 340 employees access-
ing the website regularly. 
This project str ives to 
create a more accessible 
and user-friendly digital 
experience for the entire 
community.  

T h e  M i n n e d o s a 
Regional Library is re-
ceiving $9,400 to acquire 
large print materials to 
meet the growing demand 
from patrons. According 
to the press release, the 
library will create a mobile 
collection for senior care 
facilities, ensuring those 
unable to visit the library 
can still access reading 
materials for education 
and enjoyment. 

The Municipality of 
Glenella-Lansdowne was 
given $1,500 to conduct a 
feasibility study to identify 
necessary digital enhance-
ments for compliance with 
the Web Content Access-
ibility Guidelines 2.1 Level 
AA or higher. 

PHOTO BY EOIN DEVEREUX

The CTF Debt Clock shows, in real time, the amount of debt that is being 
accululated by the Provincial government. As of Wednesday, July 23, the amount 
owed by every single Manitobian was over $23,000.

Haubrich explained to 
the Banner & Press that 
the federation would like 
to see the province decrease 
its spending, and that 
individuals can assist, in 
getting that message across 
to them.

“Every dollar Manitoba 
politicians rack up in debt 
today is a dollar plus inter-
est that taxpayers will have 
to pay back tomorrow. Get 
in touch with your local 
politicians. Send them an 
email, call their offices, or 
just when you get a chance 
to see them, just tell them 
you are concerned about 
the debt.”

Send your
historic photos to the
Banner & Press via

news@neepawabanner.com
or our Facebook page!
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(204) 741-0670
asabeski@mbhabitat.ca

Alixandra Sabeski

Contact your local specialist to learn how.For over 35 years, MHC has been partnering with 
landowners and providing financial compensation 
to support conservation that benefits you, your 
land, and the environment.

Conservation you can 
trust

269 Hamilton Street, Neepawa MB R0J 1H0
P: 204-476-2336  | E: info@taylorlawpatersons.ca

www.patersons.ca

Neepawa needs new approach to recreationNeepawa needs new approach to recreationNeepawa needs new approach to recreation

On June 10, 2025, 
a meet ing was 
held at Neepawa’s 

Yellowhead Centre (YHC) 
to consider the initial find-
ings of the Neepawa and 
Area Recreation Facility 
Committee. That com-
mittee consists of Mayor 
Brian Hedley of Neepawa, 
Jef f Cook of the Nee-
pawa Curling Club, Kevin 
Paramor, Reeve of the RM 
Glenella-Lansdowne, Can-
dace Newton representing 
the YHC board, Kevin 
Levandoski of the Neepawa 
Golf and Country Club, 
Gerrond Davidson, Coun-
cilor of the RM of North 
Cypress-Langford and Jeff 
Henderson, Councillor of 
the RM of Rosedale. The 
committee presented four 
possible locations for a 
new recreation centre. In 
the June 13 edition of the 
Neepawa Banner & Press, 
there was an initial report 
on the June 10 meeting. In 
the June 20 edition there 
was a more detailed story 
titled, “It’s time to take 
that step”.

The sites were discussed 
and evaluated. Since that 
meeting, there have been 
many coffee shop discus-
sions about the best site, 
but not a lot of details. De-
cision time is coming, and 
hopefully soon. This page 
is set up to stimulate more 
discussion.

The background
Neepawa’s Yellowhead 

Centre was built in 1971 
and opened in 1972. The 
hall portion was built in 
the early 1940s and was 
the warehouse for the local 
salt well that closed around 
1968. YHC has a large cap-
acity hall and an ice arena. 

The Neepawa Gol f 
Course has been well main-
tained but the general 
feeling is a new clubhouse 
would be a great addition. 
The clubhouse was report-
edly moved to the course in 
1960, and is believed to be 
a salvaged building for the 
former Neepawa air train-
ing base from WWll.

The Neepawa Curling 
Club was built in two phases 
in the 1970’s and 80’s. It 
seems to be well managed 
and in good condition.

Last season, the Yellow-
head Arena had a setback 
in the fall of 2024 when 
the ice making plant had 

a breakdown that caused 
a delay in the hockey and 
skating season. It’s well 
known that the facility 
needs some attention but 
it’s also acknowledged that 
the YHC is a very valuable 
regional asset.

What about
 the money?

Let’s say a new facil-
ity could be built for $25 
million. It’s my opinion 
that the Town of Neepawa 
and partners should build 
sooner rather than later. If 
for example, construction 
is delayed 10 years and the 
cost rose to $35million it 
would simply mean that the 
first $10million of fundrais-
ing and financing would be 
totally wasted. Build now!

What about
 the land?

In my opinion, the best 
site available is shown in the 
picture and outlined in red 
and labelled ‘A’. That choice 
would mean the Neepawa 
Golf Course would not be 
part of a combined new 
Recreation facility.

Why that choice?
Selecting land is always 

a touchy subject, but the 
Town already owns that 
piece of land. It’s located 
next to the curling rink so 
a new curling facility would 
not be needed; that could 
save some dollars. There 
are two motels nearby and 
the  new hotel is adjacent 
to this site.

There are four restau-
rants within easy walking 
distance and there could 
be a fifth restaurant if the 
former Chicken Delight 
site is redeveloped. The 
site is near the downtown 
business core. In places like 
Brandon when develop-
ment was expanded out to 
the edges of the city, the 
central core declined badly. 
After two shopping malls 
being built on the edges 
over the decades, the once 
vibrant downtown Brandon 
is not thriving. 

DRONE PICTURE COURTESY OF JON LUIGI PIDO

Site A-Looking east of the the new Best Western Plus hotel. The area marked in red is one of the sites chosen 
for a proposed Neepawa and Area Recreation Complex. The outlined area is said t be large enough for a 
complex as large as the Virden arena plus 300 parking spaces.

What about the 
Yellowhead Centre?
It should be kept and 

re-purposed. There has 
long been a stated need for 
basketball courts. There are 
nearly 25 basketball teams 
in Neepawa. I have been as-
sured that the current YHC 
ice surface could make 
three basketball courts. 
If the current seating was 
taken out, a walking track 
could be put in. The hall 
could still be used for large 
events and the gymnastics 
club might be able to util-
ize the current lobby at the 
YHC or perhaps have space 
in the new facility. Finding 
a proper home for the very 
large gymnastics club is a 
definite need.

Somewhere in the mix, 
the YHC should have a 
large day care. The waiting 
list for day care spaces is 
estimated to be 300 spots. 
Even if it’s half that number, 
it’s very significant. I can 
see the hall being used for 
a day care and as a large 

capacity use hall for bigger 
events. The area to the west 
of the current hall (see area 
outlined in red and marked 
B) could be fenced off and 
developed into a combined 
use park for the day care and 
the public.

Does the new 
facility need a hall?
I don’t think so, if the 

new rec centre is built at the 
hotel/curling rink site. The 
Best Western Plus group, 
made up of 46 shareholders 
plans to build a convention 
centre that  seats 300-400 
people, have a commercial 
kitchen and an additional 16 
rooms. If the Best Western 
Group is planning to build 
a hall, I think that’s a great 

idea and it helps keep costs 
down for a new rec centre.
The Yellowehad Hall all 
can handle large events 
(300 to 1,000 people), the 
legion hall can handle 100-
150 people and the curling 
rink upper hall can handle 
crowds of 100 or more 
people.

Is curling rink 
 site big enough?

At the June 10 meet-
ing, Town of Neepawa 
CAO Colleen Synchyshyn 
stated that the site has 
enough space to accom-
modate a facility with the 
same footprint of Tundra 
Oil and Gas place in 
Virden and have parking 
for 300 cars.

Back to the money
I think the Town should 

step out in faith and finance 
both the new recreation 
facility and the YHC. If the 
partners come forward in the 
future, that would be great 
but delaying will raise costs. 
The project, with $25 million 
financed over 25 years would 
require a principle and inter-
est payments of $1.75 million 
per year for 25 years. Partner 
dollars, government grants 
and fundraising could lower 
the cost. But be assured, de-
laying will only increase the 
cost and quite frankly, there 
will be some resistance to 
financing by the surround-
ing RMs. 

Continued 
on Page 9

Site A.Site A.
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to all the amazing customers 
and all my wonderful staff and co-workers 

(past and present) for all their 
hard work over the last 33 years.

You have all made coming to work 
a pleasure every day!

 - Heather Todoruk

Thank You
I would like to say

424 Mountain Ave.  Neepawa
476-2888 or 476-3157

Harris Pharmacy

The youth involved with 
this year’s Neepawa Day 
Camp recently learned a 
few of the ins and outs of 
being a big stakes business 
mogul…but in a fun filled 
way. 

The group participated 
in the Biz Builder’s Sale 
Day on Thursday, July 
24 at ArtsForward.  The 
program teaches the kids 

all about the importance 
of entrepreneurship and 
allowed them a chance to 
create their own business 
for the week. 

It al l culminated on 
Thursday, when these tiny 
tycoons had the chance to 
sell their products to the 
public. All the proceeds 
brought in from the prod-
ucts, as well as barbecue 
that coincided with the 
sale, were combined to help 
cover the cost of a field trip 

to Turtle Crossing Water 
Park. 

In a recent interview 
with NACTV, Day Camp 
Coordinator Prestyn Phin-
ney explained that there 
was also a very important 
lesson to the week, that they 
hope stick with the kids well 
beyond their trip to Turtle 
Crossing.

“The big idea is when you 
work hard, you get to have 
fun,” said Phinney. 

Tiny tycoons being inspired 
at Neepawa Day Camp

PHOTO BY EOIN DEVEREUX

The counselors and participants in the 2025 Neepawa Day Camp.

Continued 
from Page 8

Historic reasoning 
should prevail

Back in 1972, when the 
Yellowhead Centre was built 
and in the 1970’s and 80’s 
when the Neepawa Curl-
ing Rink was built, there 
were people who opposed 
the expenditure. I am glad 

the builder type people pre-
vailed and I certainly hope 
that same builder attitude 
and spirit prevails in the next 
few years. The new facility, 
the Yellowhead Centre, and 
the Neepawa Curling Club 
should all come under Town 
of Neepawa ownership 
and operations. Most other 
Manitoba towns operate 
that way, and while I didn’t 

always favour that approach 
for Neepawa, the time is past 
due to make the switch. 

In summary
A combined YHC and 

a new recreation facility 
would put the Neepawa 
region years ahead in one 
bold move. Communities 
either grow or wither and 
this “bold move” would put 

Neepawa on a firm path to 
growth and sustainability. 
Rest assured, the combined 
facilities will need strong and 
experienced management. 
There should be an advisory 
board but membership on 
that board must not be tied 
to user groups, it needs to 
represent a cross section of  
the whole area.

DRONE PICTURE COURTESY OF JON LUIGI PIDO

Site B: Looking east towards the Yellowhead Centre. The area marked in red could become a combined park 
area for the public and a large day care in the hall. Neepawa is reported to be in need of 300 additional day 
care spaces.

The time is past due to make a switchThe time is past due to make a switchThe time is past due to make a switch

Frustration over Ot-
tawa’s boat ban at Clear 
Lake has hit its’ peak with 
local residents and busi-
nesses. Those frustrations 
were heard loud and clear 
on Tuesday, July 29, at a 
in-person Town Hall in 
Wasagaming.

A large contingency of 
people were on hand for 
the event, which was organ-
ized by the group Fairness 
for Clear Lake (FFCL). 
The FFCL was formed to 
advocate for more trans-
parency from the federal 
government on what they’re 
trying to do to solve the 
zebra mussel issue that has 
occurred at Clear Lake. 

The invasive species was 
discovered in 2023, forcing 
the complete closure of the 
lake to motorized water-

craft for the past two years. 
Earlier this year, Parks 
Canada had announced a 
‘one boat, one lake’ policy 
to open things up a bit for 
the 2025 season. In May, 
however, that policy was un-
expectedly reversed and the 
total ban on all motorized 
watercraft was put back in 
place. The reversal has had 
a profound impact on the 
community this summer, 
affecting local businesses, 
cabin and cottage owners, 
and tourists alike.

In response, Fairness 
for Clear Lake hosted an 
in-person town hall, and 
presented its findings of an 
independent scientific re-
view of zebra mussel spread 
in Clear Lake. Details from 
that event, as well as local 
reaction will appear in a fu-
ture edition of the Neepawa 
Banner & Press.

Banner Staff
Neepawa Banner & Press

Fairness for 
Clear Lake meeting 

held in 
Wasagaming

Site B.Site B.
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Ternier preparing to say farewell
Valley Life Recreation chairperson Dave Ternier to step down in 2026

As the Squirrel Hills 
Trail Park begins its next 
chapter, so too does Dave 
Ternier prepare for his own. 
Ternier has been a long time 
member of the Valley Life 
Recreation Board, which 
has been deeply involved in 
the recently completed ex-
pansion and development 
of Minnedosa’s outdoor 
recreational area. Acting 
as board chairperson since 
late 2020, Ternier is now 
sunsetting his time with 
Valley Life Recreation.

The official date of his 
stepping down is set for 
spring of 2026, at which 
time the board will choose 
a new chairperson.

“Due to my wife’s work, 
we had to move away from 
Minnedosa three years 
ago. At that point in time, 
we were really just a year 
into this development and 
expansion project of the 
trails and the park out 
there,” said Ternier. “So I 
offered to the board, ‘Look, 
I’m all in to remain your 
board chairperson if you’ll 
have me’. And of course 
they were like ‘Yeah, yeah 
please!’.”

Ternier added, “So I’ve 
been leading the organ-
ization from afar for the 
last three years with the 
intention that I would see 
the organization through to 
the capital project’s comple-
tion, which has taken place 
now… I mean, it’l l be 
impossible to not remain 
involved still, but I really 
wanted to finish this project 
and it was incredible to do.”

Prior to making the move 
to Winnipeg, Ternier and 
his family resided in the 
community of Minnedosa 
for almost six years.

An unforgettable
feeling

During his t ime in 
Minnedosa and with Val-
ley Life Recreation, Ternier 
has indeed made many 
memories. With this came 
something unexpected, but 
wholly welcome.

“Never in my life did I 
imagine that trails would 
become such a huge part of 
my life. I’m involved with 
trail projects all over the 
place now, which has been 

really fun,” said Ternier. 
“Trails have become my 
full-time endeavor. That’s 
been probably the biggest 
highlight– that I didn’t 
realize how much a part of 
my life this [Squirrel Hills] 
project would end up lead-
ing to become.”

With respect to the ex-
pansion and development 
project itself, such a large 
undertak ing natura l ly 
brought many personal 
highlights and takeaways.

“Seeing those first new 
trails put in and being able 
to walk down them for the 
f irst time– it’s a feeling 
I’ll never forget,” Ternier 
shared. “It’s something 
that’s just conceptual lines 
on a paper or in a docu-
ment, and then seeing 
them actually come to life 
is pretty incredible.”

Ternier added, “See-
ing that pavilion lifted up 
and in person for the first 
time– man. I think most 
people know the feeling 
they get when they first pull 
into that trailhead, never 
having been there before, 
and seeing this beautiful 
structure.”

While Ternier noted 
that it may “seem silly” for 
the pavilion structure to 
invoke such strong feelings, 
those feelings come from 
plenty of hard work, hard 
conversations and difficult 
decisions. This included 
discussions on how best 
to implement this central 
focus point, if the costs were 
worth it, and more.

With the area being a 
capped landfill, the ground 
had to be built up to be lev-
elled, as opposed to digging 
down. This meant bringing 
in approximately 2,000 
yards of material. Addi-
tionally, considerations for 
the cost of the pavilion’s 
concrete pad, particularly 
with its shape and size. 
Overall, it was deciding 
what the right things were 
to spend money on, espe-
cially with funders trusting 
the group in bringing this 
recreational vision to life.

Not just a trail park
Another factor behind 

those emotions, which any 
visitor to the new trailhead 
for Squirrel Hills may ex-
perience, is that this type of 
infrastructure is not typical 

for a trail park.
“When people think of 

trails, they just think of lines 
through the forest or across 
the grassland. They don’t 
think of trails as being a for-
mal park in the sense that, 
when I roll up there’s a big 
parking lot, there are bath-
rooms, gathering areas, 
play areas and skill areas,” 
said Ternier. “People don’t 
think about that when they 
show up at a trail park– at 
a trail– because that’s not 
normal. That’s one of the 
really special things about 
what we’ve built.”

Ternier later added, 
“We’ve built a venue for 

people who love trails in the 
same sense that a sheet of 
ice in someone’s backyard 
is different from a hockey 
rink. We’ve done that with 
rails. Rather than just be-
ing a trail, we’ve built an 
entire facility to host that 
trail culture, which I think 
is really unique.”

The f ina l h igh l ight 
shared was the creation 
of the sign for the Ole 
Heie Skillz Park. Ternier 
personally did the design 
and layout of the feature, 
working alongside Ole’s 
family throughout the 
process. This aspect of the 
trial park was also deeply 

meaningful, as it shares the 
story of the late Ole.

“Seeing it come to life 
in a physical form, that is 
definitely a huge highlight 
as well,” said Ternier.

A remarkable team
As Ternier prepares to 

wrap up his time as Valley 
Life’s board chairperson, 
he looks forward to con-
tinuing his dedication to 
trails. He aims to do this 
by continuing his work 
with Trails Manitoba and 
getting involved in other 
communities in Manitoba– 
especially rural commun-
ities. Currently, Ternier is 
actively involved in aiding 
the town of Neepawa and 
the Bison View Trails in 
Winnipeg.

Ternier also looks for-
ward to a well deserved 
break!

“I def initely need a 
breather,” he laughed. “I 
knew the last month or so, 
the push in getting the final 
major infrastructure pieces 
in place for the Squirrel 
Hills Trail Park would be a 
heavy lift, and it was, so I’m 
definitely looking forward 
to a few months or maybe 
six months where I can 
breathe a little easier. But, 
I mean, I’m really looking 
forward to taking my ex-
perience with this project 
and finding maybe another 
community that would like 
to have me involved in 
helping them accomplish 
something similar in a way 

that’s a mix of volunteer and 
paid… If I could be a full-
time volunteer, I would. But 
as my wife gently reminds 
me, it’s not really sustain-
able (chuckles).”

Providing a final com-
ment, Ternier wished to 
express his whole-hearted 
gratitude to the team at 
Valley Life Recreation.

“Doing this job from 
two hours away is not an 
easy job to do. And I could 
not have done it without 
the incredible team on 
the ground out there. The 
hours that were put into 
installing the signs, to do-
ing all the trail mainten-
ance, to managing just so 
much of the infrastructure 
installation without various 
contractors and all that– 
the team, the board there 
in Minnedosa, have been 
remarkable,” said Ternier. 
“They have worked so hard 
on this project and as much 
as I love leading a team 
of people, it’s impossible 
to do a job if there’s not 
a willing group of people 
who are willing and good 
with saying ‘ok, I’m going 
to give up these hours away 
from my family or maybe 
even some work hours to 
go and get this done’. So 
just a huge thank you to 
the board that has been on 
the ground in Minnedosa 
making sure that some of 
my crazy, kooky ideas are 
able to come to life on the 
ground.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Valley Life Recreation board chair Dave Ternier, 
as seen during the recent grand opening of the 
Squirrel Hills Trail Park. Ternier is well known for his 
dedication, and his bright smile.

By Casper Wehrhahn
Neepawa Banner & Pr ess

Continued from Page 5
The local MP’s office continues to receive calls 

and messages from residents, businesses, and tourists 
demanding answers from Ottawa, many of whom say 
can’t get a hold of the local Parks Canada office in 
Riding Mountain National Park.

He says Guilbeault’s refusal to engage with the com-
munity is a sign of disrespect not just for Clear Lake, 
but for rural Canadians everywhere who are being 
negatively impacted by top-down decisions from the 
federal government.

Guilbeault closes his letter by urging “constructive 
dialogue” while Mazier says, “A minister who refuses 
to listen and refuses to act has no right to lecture us 
about ‘constructive dialogue’.”

The local MP says he will continue to press for 
accountability, a change in local management in the 
national park, and for Parks Canada to reverse their 
decision. In the meantime, he encourages everyone to 
continue applying pressure to the Minister and Parks 
Canada to ensure their voices are heard.

Editorial: Refusal to engage with
the community ‘a sign of disrespect’

Send your news tips, stories and news photos to: news@neepawabanner.com
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Neepawa Blue Dolphins

Neepawa Blue 
Dolphins dove into 
action at Swan River

The Neepawa Blue 
DolphIt was a long ride up 
to Swan River for the Blue 
Dolphins, but those who 
were able to attend per-
formed fabulously. Final 
results of the day as follows:

9/10 year old girls
Charlize Macsymic: 

1st 100m breast. 2nd 25m 
breast. 3rd 50m breast. 4th 
25m back. 5th 50m back

Julia Pollock: 1st 50m 
free, 100m IM, 50m f ly, 
100m free, 50m breast.  
Julia swims in Brandon 
with the winter swim team, 
so she cannot place, but  
what a performance.

Novalee Menzies: 1st 
25m breast. 2nd 50m 
breast. 3rd 25m free. 4th 
50m free and 25m back.

11/12 girls
Madalyn Wahoski: 1st 

25m breast. 2nd 25m free. 
5th 50m and 100m breast. 
6th 50m free.

13/14 girls
Anne Crosson: 1st 50m 

bk, 50m breast, 50m free, 
50m f ly, and 100m IM

15-17 girls
Aliyah Jacobsen: 1st 

25m f ly, 25m breast, 25m 
free, and 25m bk.

Clar Ann Howe: 2nd 
25m f ly, 25m breast, 25m 
free and 25m back. 4th 
50m free.

9/10 boys
Benjamin Wahoski: 

1st 50m breast. 4th 25m 
breast, and 25m free.

Next action was on Sun-
day, July 27,  when the Blue 
Dolphins free style on over 
to Hamiota. If your chil-
dren would like to come out 
and try the practices then 
please do. Practices are 
Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday from 6:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. Contact manager 
Dave at Neepawa Dolphins 
<neepawadolphins@out-
look.com>

For results check out the 
following: https://swim-
manitoba.mb.ca/swim-
mers/programs/

PLUMAS 
SALES & 
SERVICE

Oil Mart
LUBRICANTS, FILTERS & BATTERIES

Your local

Dealer!
386-2155 OR  

386-2107

Plumas Pirates and Portage Padres 
advance once again to SCBL Final

The pairing for the Santa 
Clara Baseball League 
final has been set, and it 
is the exact two teams that 
most Santa Clara fans had 
expected it would be. The 
Portage Padres and Plumas 
Pirates have each advanced 
to the Championship, after 
sweeping their semi-final 
series 2-games-to-0. The 
Padres did so by besting the 
Carberry Royals, while the 
Pirates got the better of the 
Neepawa Cub. 

In game one of the 
Plumas/Neepawa series, 
which was played on Friday, 
July 25, the Pirates took 
advantage of a few fielding 
errors from the Cubs, to 
win 10-2. That same night 
in Portage la Prairie, the 
Padres made its look easy, 
as they cruised to a 19-0 
victory over the Royals. 

Game two in both of 
these series ended up being 
much closer contests, as 
both the Cubs and Royals 
returned to their respective 
home fields on Monday, 
July 30. In Neepawa, the 
Plumas Pirates would jump 
out to an early 5-0 lead, 
after scoring a pair of runs 

in the first and second in-
nings, and one more in the 
third. Neepawa settled in, 
however, and shut down the 
Plumas bats for the fourth, 
f ifth and sixth innings. 
It was a combination of 
excellent fielding by the 
Cubs and pitcher Zac Plett 
finding his rhythm on the 
mound, that contributed to 
the turnaround.  As well, 
Neepawa also started to 
connect at the plate, scoring 
three runs in the bottom of 
the fifth, and one more in 
the sixth. 

The dramatic comeback 
was not to be, however, as 
Plumas added an insurance 
run in the top of the seventh 
inning to make it 6-4. Then 
in the bottom of the seventh, 
relief pitcher Nate Braun 
collected the final three 
outs for Plumas, to secure 
the game and series victory. 
Rylan Denbow earned the 
win, as starting pitcher for 
the Pirates. 

With the win, the Plumas 
Pirates advance to the 
Santa Clara Baseba l l 
League Championship 
for the fourth consecutive 
year, with them winning the 
league title in 2023. 

Continued 
on Page 14

Kelwood Agricultural Fair
August 9, 2025

Horse Show (9 am) • Garden/School Work Exhibitions 

Andy Aucoin Memorial Show and Shine 
11:30 am - 3:00 pm

Gate Admission: Adults $5.00
Children under 12: Free

kelwoodagsociety.com

Free Pony Rides 
1 pm - 5 pm

Parade at 11 a.m. 
(Participants to meet at the Rink at 10:30 am)

50/50 Draw 
proceeds to Ag society

Canteen at skating rink
Breakfast 7:30 - 10 am • Lunch 11 am - 3 pm

(proceeds to Kelwood fire department ) 
Generation Gap

at the Kelwood Legion 9:00 pm
Cafe 37 Fair supper & Dance 

at the Community Hall from 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm (proceeds to cafe 37)
Pie Baking Contest  • Pie Auction after parade 
Pies to be dropped off by 5pm the day before at Drop In Centre

Neepawa Titans post a slight 
financial loss for 2024-25 fiscal year

External forces beyond 
their control ended up 
having a major impact on 
the Neepawa Titans’ bot-
tom line. 

The Junior ‘A’ Hockey 
Club held its annual general 
meeting on Tuesday, July 
29, and went over all their 
results, both on and off the 
ice for 2024-2025. 

In terms of  the finances, 
the team posted a loss for 
the year of  $11,278. Total 
revenue for the season was 
$563,535, while the ex-
penses came in at $574,813  
The club’s overall long-
term debt, has increased 
year-over-year to $382,273. 

Neepawa Titans board 
chair Jamie Denbow said 
that there were a few 

specific issues, beyond their 
control, that were a signifi-
cant cause of  the loss. 

“We had to cancel our 
Hockey School and conduct 
our training camp and most 
of  our pre-season games 
on the road [last year], 
due to the ice plant failure 
at the Yellowhead Centre. 
Those were circumstances 
beyond our control, be-
yond everyone’s control. 
Just an unfortunate situa-
tion,” said Denbow. “This 
increased our costs, while 
also cancelling a significant 
fundraising opportunity for 
the club, which was a dif-
ference in the financials of  
approximately $24,000.”

Another factor in the 
numbers was the opposition 
that the Titans faced in the 
post-season, in the form of  
the Northern Manitoba 

Blizzard. Being the most 
northerly based franchise in 
the league, there are extra 
expenses to deal with when 
playing the Blizzard, such 
as hotel accommodations 
and additional transpor-
tation costs. That being 
said, the Titans still made 
a profit on their opening 
round play-off series, but 
not nearly the same amount 
a pairing against a closer 
located team, such as the 
Dauphin Kings or Way-
ywayseecappo Wolverines 
would have. 

Expenses/revenues
For the year, game rev-

enue increased to $87,095, 
from $73,077 in 2023-
2024. Travel fee revenue 
($104,895) also increased 
year-over-year. On the 
other side of the ledger,  ad-

vertising and sponsorships 
($117,539) and fundraising 
($236,758) dropped slightly

Net income or loss
2024-2025: $11,278 (loss)
2023-2024: $16,998
2022-2023: $89,251 (loss)
2021-2022  $60,516 (loss)
2020-2021  $96,082 *
2019-2020: $64,083 (loss)
2018-2019: $59,855 (loss)
2017-2018: $48,376 (loss)
2016-2017: $1,295
2015-2016: $56,975 (loss)
2014-2015: $33,011

* - MJHL season can-
cel led after 10 games 
due to reinstatement of 
COVID-19 restrictions in 
Manitoba

Continued 
on Page 14

PHOTO BY JOSHUA JACKSON

The Plumas Pirates first baseman leaps up to make 
the grab during the second game of the semi-finals, 
but the Neepawa Cubs would outspeed them to 
remain safe on first. The Cubs dropped the series 
two games to zero.  
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To place an ad:
Telephone: 204-476-3401/ 888-436-4242
Fax:                   204-476-5073
Email: ads@neepawabanner.com

All word classifieds must be prepaid 
before printing

Classified d Deadline:  Tuesday Noon

Classifieds • Cancellations and corrections only  within business hours and corres-
ponding deadlines
• Please check your ad when first published the Neepawa Banner & Press 
will not be responsible for more than one incorrect insertion.
• All copy is subject to approval by the Neepawa Banner & Press. 
• We reserve the right to edit copy or to refuse to publish any advertisement 
we deem illegal, libelous, misleading or offensive

Tender

Announcement

Auctions

Notice

––––––––––
Personal 

Crisis Pregnancy Centre 
Winnipeg: Need to talk? Call 
our free help line, 1-800-665-
0570 or contact our Westman 
office: 204-727-616
––––––––––

Notice 
Minnedosa Handivan 204-
868-8164 Mon-Fri 9:00-3:30

––––––––––
Notice 

Alanon meetings currently 
being held at 342 Mountain 
Ave, Neepawa - Old Co-op 
Store. Tuesdays at 7 pm. 
Call 204-841-2192
_____________________
Arden Hall, cap. 255. Park, 
camping and sports facilities, 
rink, curling ice, kitchen and 
lounge. Call 204-368-2202

––––––––––
Notice 

Alcoholics Anonymous meet-
ings currently being held at 
342 Mountain Ave, Neepawa, 
Thursdays at 7 pm. Call Don 
204-856-9072 or Debbi 204-
352-4065
_____________________
Drug problem? Yellowhead 
Narcotics Anonymous meets 
Sundays at 7 pm, at the 
Minnedosa Town Hall base-
ment.
_____________________
Neepawa Banner & Press 
offers full research and 
re-print services from our 
archives that go back to 
1896. Additional copies of 
papers, $2 each depending 
on availability. Re-print of 
a page from past copies, 
$2 per page. Archival re-
search, $25 per hour with 
a $10 minimum. Individual 
photos on photo paper $5 
depending if we have a 
suitable original in our digital, 
print or photo archives. Ken 
Waddell, publisher
––––––––––

Help 
Wanted 

Housecleaning. Equip-
ment & Supplies provided. 
Please call 204-476-5677 
with name, phone number 
and days & times available. 
Can leave a message for 
call back.
––––––––––

Auctions
_____________________
Meyers Auctions & Apprais-
als. Call Brad at 368-2333. 
www.meyersauctions.com
––––––––––
For Sale or 

Rent 
Storage vans (semi trailers) 
for rent or sale. Anderson’s 
204-385-2685, 204-385-
2997 Gladstone
––––––––––

For Sale 
Columbarium niche in Nee-
pawa Cemetery $2000 not 
including name plaque or 
opening. For further informa-
tion call Shannon Montgom-
ery 204-476-3094

––––––––––
For Rent 

2 light housekeeping rooms 
for rent. Includes fridge, 
microwave, oven, washer, 
dryer and air conditioner. 
Shared shower and bath. 
Newly remodeled. Access 
to 32x8 walkout terrace. $65 
nightly or $400 per month. 
Heritage home in Laurier, 
MB. 1-204-447-3350
For Rent
_____________________
Apartment for rent. Bri-Mont 
apartments, 331 Mountain 
Avenue. Phone 204-841-
4419
For Rent
_____________________
Quiet 55+ 1200 sq ft apart-
ment located at 236 Mountain 
Ave Neepawa. Includes 
fridge, stove, parking and 
snow removal. No smoking. 
No pets. One apartment 
available Aug 1, one avail-
able Sept 1. 204-967-2157 
or cell 204-476-4682
––––––––––

Coming 
Events 

COMMUNITY, “FLEA MAR-
KET” SAT AUG 2, 10-2.
4  M ILE  SOUTH OF 
O NANO LE O N HW Y 
#10, TURN EAST ON 
DITCH LAKE RD 1 MILE. 
GARAGE SALE, FOOD 
AND REFRESHMENTS

Eric  Glover
Eric  Glover of McCreary 

passed away on Monday, 
July 21, 2025 at the 
Dauphin Regional Health 
Centre at the age of 82 
years.  

A graveside service for 
Eric was held on Thursday, 
July 31, 2025 at 1:00 pm at 
the Kelwood Cemetery in 
Kelwood, Manitoba.  

Rita Friesen officia ed 
the service.  
Should friends so desire, 

please consider remembering Eric with a donation to 
a charity of your choice.  Sneath-Strilchuk - McCreary 

Chapel
204-835-2004 • www.sneathstrilchuk.com

Lionel Jackson 
It is with great sorrow that 
we announce the passing of 

Lionel Jackson on July 9, 
2025, at the age of 88 years 
old.

He was predeceased 
by his loving wife, Patricia 
(nee Fisher) Jackson of 60 

years (2023), his sister Rita 
Jackson (2023), and infant 

brother Terrence (1950).
Lionel is survived by his siblings, Albert, Lawrence 

(Pat), Louise, Gloria, and Jeannette (Fred), He is 
survived by his 7 children, Francis, Jackie (Doug), Terry 
(Debbie), Harvey (Rosie), Clayton (Shawna), Jo-Anne 
(Ian), Roxanne (Jody), and his 12 grandchildren Devin 
(Cheryl), Marty, Brittany (Riley), Anya, Siobhan (Rhett), 
Simon (Amy), Hammar (Megan), Colby, Riley, Brooklyn, 
Masey, Austin, and great grandchildren Raelynn, 
Hayden and Oliver.

Lionel was born in McCreary Cottage hospital, oldest 
of eight children, and was raised next to a small logging 
community called Mill Park, next to Riding Mountain 
National Park (RMNP). He spoke of hard times, and of a 
community of people helping each other. He carried this 
mantra throughout his life. He spoke very fondly about 
those years, with stories of hunting elk and deer, and 
logging with horses deep inside the RMNP. Lionel first
worked construction, travelling all the way to Churchill 
working. He also worked for some local farmers.

He met the love of his life, Patricia, and married in 
November 1962. They bought the family farm from 
Lionel’s Uncle Pete and moved there in the spring 
of 1963, where they raised their family. Lionel loved 
farming and farmed until he was 86! Over the years they 
had a variety of farm animals, including pigs, cows, all 
sorts of chickens, turkeys, rabbits, and horses. Lionel 
was a farmer that was not scared to try new things 
and was one of the first to grow corn for silage in the 
area, which often grew 14plus feet tall. Lionel loved his 
horses, and would often drive his horse team, with either 
the covered wagon or the winter sleigh he made himself, 
with a wood stove inside to keep warm. He made many 
lifelong friends with this shared love of horses. . Lionel 
was also generous, always trying to help when he could, 
and even served as an RM councillor for a term. He had 
a great sense of humour and loved to laugh and tease. If 
you were teased by Lionel, he liked you. We will forever 
miss his teasing, and he will be missed by many.

Funeral Mass was held on Friday, July 25, 2025 at 
2:00 pm from  in McCreary, MB with Fr. James Ahaneku 
officiating.  Interment followed in McCreary Roman 
Catholic Cemetery in McCreary, MB.  

Should friends so desire, please consider remembering 
Lionel with a donation to a charity of one's choice

Sneath-Strilchuk - McCreary Chapel
204-835-2004 • www.sneathstrilchuk.com

UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE PLANNING ACT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

On the date and at the time and location shown below, a 
PUBLIC HEARING will be held to receive representations 
from any persons who wish to make them in respect to the 
following matter:

TOWN OF CARBERRY
BY-LAW NO. 06-2025

being an AMENDMENT to the 
TOWN OF CARBERRY

ZONING BY-LAW NO. 13-2022, as amended.
HEARING LOCATION:
Council Chambers, 44 Main Street, Carberry, Manitoba
DATE & TIME:
August 12th, 2025 at 7:00 pm
GENERAL INTENT OF BY-LAW NO. 6-2025
To add Daycare as a Permitted use between 
“Cemeteries”and “Hall” in Table 3.7 Use and Site 
Requirements: “OS” Open Space Zone. 
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
Cypress Planning District
122 Main Street
Carberry, Manitoba
Phone:  204-834-6618
For more Information contact: 
Teresa McConnel, ACAO of the Town of Carberry 
Phone (204) 834-6628

A copy of the above proposal and supporting material may be 
inspected at the location noted above during normal office hours, 
Monday to Friday. Copies may be made and extracts taken 
therefrom, upon request.

Beautiful Plains School Division is accepting two separate 
tenders for:
• The supply of bulk diesel fuel at Neepawa and Eden 
 locations for the 2025/2026 school year.
• The supply of diesel fuel for Carberry buses for the 
 2025/2026 school year.

See Division website for more details at 
www.beautifulplainssd.ca

Click on Job Postings.

Rolling River 
School Division 

Commercial Buildings 
For Sale By Tender

The Rolling River School Division is selling by tender,   the 
following two buildings in Minnedosa, Manitoba,  that are 
surplus to its’ needs. 

Transportation Garage and Office Building 
154 Main Street South, Minnedosa, Manitoba 

The building is 11,306 square feet, two stories plus 
mezzanine,  slab on grade and has a fenced compound. 
The parcel has frontage along Main Street South  of 252.0’ 
and depth of 132.0’.  

Maintenance Shop / Armory Building
21-1st Avenue SW,  Minnedosa, Manitoba 

The building was originally an armory and is 10,106 square 
feet, two stories plus mezzanine.
The parcel has frontage along 1st Avenue SW of 83.65’ 
and depth of 265’. 
Both properties are zoned CC – Commercial Central Zone.
As per provincial guidelines,  reasonable consideration 
will be extended to proposals /bids  whose objectives are 
to meet educational, recreational, or cultural needs  within 
the community. 
The properties are to be sold as is, where is, with the 
purchaser to assume any and all legal costs incurred.  
The highest or any tender is not necessarily accepted.
Tenders close at 12:00 Noon, September 2, 2025.
Visit https://www.rrsd.mb.ca/division/tenders for property 
profile information / summary documents and the process 
to view the properties and submit a bid.

See Full Listing: Mcsherryauction.com
204-467-1858 • 204-886-7027

mcsherryltd@gmail.com

Cat D6B, Vers. 875 4WD, Cat D8H, JD 690B Excavator, 
Terragator Sprayer, 67 Ford Galaxy 2D, AC D21 w 
FEL, MF Wheel Loader, (2x) Cat 12 Graders, Truehauf 
Low Bed Tanker Trailer, More Construction & Ag. 
Equipment, Vehicles, Yamaha 4-Wheel Golf Cart, 

Polaris 6X6, Tools, Some Household & Antiques.

McSherry Online Retirement Auction
Construction, Agriculture, Vintage Cars

Robert & Virginia Lanoway 
Tuesday August 19th at 7:00PM

Beausejour, MB: 
2 1/2 Miles East on Hwy 44, (North Side) #44121.

Contact: 204-268-0107

McSherry Auction Service Ltd.

ONLINE ONLY 
 ESTATE AUCTION FOR THE LATE ANDRE 

AND THE LATE PIERRETTE LABELLE
LAURIER-STE AMELIE, MB
MONDAY, AUGUST 11, 2025

SOFT CLOSE AT 7:00 PM
For on-line bidding and pictures, visit www.gartonsauction.com. 

FOR INFO OR VIEWING:  CALL Paul 204-596-3664
TRACTORS, VEHICLES, TRAILERS: JD 2120 tractor, 148 JD loader, etc; Case 1175 
hybrid tractor; MF 1080 tractor; Intl Fleet Star 2010 truck; 4-wheel trailer/gravel box; 
older vehicles, school busses, trailers, tires, etc; FARM/HAYING MACHINERY AND 
EQUIPMENT: JD 100 14’ deep tiller/mounted harrows; JD 4-furrow power lift plow; 
Degelman stone picker, packer, grain auger; Flexi-coil post pounder, 540 pto; NH 
1400 diesel combine; Morris Seed Rite 14’ seed drill sections; steel grain bins; 256 
Hay Buster bale shredder; Ajax 10-bale picker; Hesston 1160 14’ mower conditioner; 
livestock handling aisle 32’ long/30” wide; adjustable head gate; steel panels, round 
bale feeders; 100-gal slip tank; 45-gal steel drum, propane tanks; treated fence posts, 
farm equipment parts, etc;  Troy Bilt rear-tine garden tiller and more! 

BID NOW AT WWW.GARTONSAUCTION.COM

AUCTION SERVICE
SERVING THE PARKLAND & SURROUNDING AREAS SINCE 1992

PO Box 543      Dauphin, MB      R7N 2V3 
Phone 204-629-2583 garton@inetlink.ca 

Cell 204-648-4541 www.gartonsauction.com

Terms: Same day payment on all purchases; we accept cash or credit card; All items sold as is, where is; 
Auctioneer and owners not responsible for errors or omissions; Sale is subject to additions and/or deletions

Online McSherry 
Auctions

Estate & Consignment 
August 6th @ 7:00PM
Featuring Building Supply,  
Vehicles, Trailers, Balers,Tractors 
& More

Estate & Moving
August 13th @ 7:00PM 

McSherryAuction.com
204-467-1858
or 204-886-7027
mcsherryltd@gmail.com

Auctions

Auctions

Ad deAdline

TuesdAy noon

REMINDER

Find it in the 
Classifieds

www.neepawabanner.com
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Find it in the 
Classifieds

For Sale Wanted

Help Wanted

FOODS
Industrial Butcher (NOC 94141)

Why join our team?
HyLife is a global leader in food processing, with a vision 
to be the best food company in the world. To achieve this, 
we are currently expanding our team and have exciting 
career opportunities at 623 Main St. Neepawa, MB. We 
are actively seeking to fill 100 positions.

The current starting wage is $16.45/hour with 
incremental increases to $24.60/hour 

based on tenure as per our Collective Agreement

Quick Facts:
 • Culturally diverse – employ people from all over the world
 • Fully integrated facility –Feed Mills, Barns, Transportation, 
  and Production Plant 
 • 2500+ employees worldwide
 • We Care about our employees, communities, customers, 
  animals, and our environment 
What we can offer you:
 • Competitive Wage 
 • Vacation: 10 working days of paid vacation as per our 
  collective bargaining agreement
 • Comprehensive Benefits package – health coverage, 
  dental plan, vision care, long-term disability, and 
  pension plan
 • Permanent full-time employment (74-80 hours per 
  bi-weekly)
 • PM Shift Premium
 • Full training, with genuine opportunities for career 
  progression
 • Employee Referral program - $500!
 • Free parking
 • Company events
 • And more!!!!
Your duties may include:
 • Slaughter, eviscerate, and mark hogs for further 
  processing; 
 • Debone edible parts and remove inedible organs for 
  parts; 
 • Cut pork carcasses into primal cuts for further 
  processing, cutting, or packaging for local, national, 
  and international premium markets.
We are looking for people who are:
 • Fit and capable of working in a physically demanding 
  role
 • Capable of repetitive manual tasks and standing for long 
  periods of time
 • Open to working in colder/warmer environments
 • Minimum of one (1) to seven (7) months experience 
  in meat cutting or slaughter or completed a program 
  in Industrial Meat cutting
 • Completion of Secondary school or equivalent 
  experience
 • Able to effectively communicate in English
HyLife is dedicated to promoting equal employment 
opportunities for all job applicants, including those who 
identify as a member of the following groups: Indigenous 
people, Newcomers to Canada, Older workers, Veterans, 
and Visible minorities.
Ways to apply: 

Online at http://hylife.com/careers/ or mail to 
PO Box 10,000, 623 Main St E, Neepawa, MB R0J 1H0. 

Fax to: 204.476.3791 | Email to: jobs@hylife.com | 
 In Person at 623 Main ST. E, Neepawa, MB R0J 1H0

For inquiries contact: Phone: 204.476.3393 
HyLife has an accommodation process for employees with disabilities. 
If you require a specific accommodation during your employment 
because of a disability, please contact  Jobs@hylife.com. An HR 
representative will be in touch with you as soon as possible. Reasonable 
accommodations will be determined on a case-by-case basis and our 
accommodation policy can be forwarded upon request.

Be a part of the HyLife experience 
– your journey starts here!

We thank all applicants, however, only those under
 consideration will be contacted

FOODS
Hog Receiving Barn Worker (NOC85100)

Why join our team?
HyLife is a global leader in food processing, with a vision 
to be the best food company in the world. To achieve this, 
we are currently expanding our team and have exciting 
career opportunities at 623 Main St. Neepawa, MB. We 
are actively seeking to fill 5 positions.

The current starting wage is $19.25/hour with 
incremental increases to $20.55/hour based on tenure

Quick Facts:
 • Culturally diverse – employ people from all over the world
 • Fully integrated facility –Feed Mills, Barns, Transportation, 
  and Production Plant 
 • 2500+ employees worldwide
 • We Care about our employees, communities, customers, 
  animals, and our environment 
What we can offer you:
 • Competitive Wage 
 • Vacation: 10 working days of paid vacation
 • Comprehensive Benefits package – health coverage, 
  dental plan, vision care, long-term disability, and 
  pension plan
 • Permanent full-time employment (74-80 hours per 
  bi-weekly)
 • PM Shift Premium
 • Full training, with genuine opportunities for career 
  progression
 • Employee Referral program - $500!
 • Free parking
 • Company events
 • And more!!!!
Your duties may involve:
 • Receiving and unloading hog deliveries.
 • Sorting hogs into appropriate receiving pens.
 • Ensuring humane and safe handling of hogs in our 
  facility.
 • Completing hog receiving documents to CFIA standards.
 • Scraping trailers.
 • Working outdoors and in a barn environment.
To excel in this role, you should possess:
 • Respect for animal welfare, food safety, and workplace 
  safety. Understanding of animal behavior
 • Capable of working in diverse environments, including 
  exposure to varying temperatures, humidity, and odors
 • Minimum of one (1) to seven (7) months experience 
  working with livestock
 • Fit and capable of working in a physically demanding 
  role. Capable of bending, lifting, and crawling
 • Completion of Secondary school or equivalent 
  experience
 • Capable of repetitive manual tasks 
 • Able to effectively communicate in English
 • At least 18 years old to meet the minimum age 
  requirement 
HyLife is dedicated to promoting equal employment 
opportunities for all job applicants, including those who 
identify as a member of the following groups: Indigenous 
people, Newcomers to Canada, Older workers, Veterans, 
and Visible minorities.
Ways to apply: 

Online at http://hylife.com/careers/ or mail to 
PO Box 10,000, 623 Main St E, Neepawa, MB R0J 1H0. 

Fax to: 204.476.3791 | Email to: jobs@hylife.com | 
 In Person at 623 Main ST. E, Neepawa, MB R0J 1H0

For inquiries contact: Phone: 204.476.3393 
HyLife has an accommodation process for employees with disabilities. 
If you require a specific accommodation during your employment 
because of a disability, please contact  Jobs@hylife.com. An HR 
representative will be in touch with you as soon as possible. Reasonable 
accommodations will be determined on a case-by-case basis and our 
accommodation policy can be forwarded upon request.

Be a part of the HyLife experience 
– your journey starts here!

We thank all applicants, however, only those under
 consideration will be contacted

FOODS
Industrial Plant Cleaner (NOC 65312)

Why join our team?
HyLife is a global leader in food processing, with a vision 
to be the best food company in the world. To achieve this, 
we are currently expanding our team and have exciting 
career opportunities at 623 Main St. Neepawa, MB. We 
are actively seeking to fill 10 positions.

The current starting wage is $22.20/hour with 
incremental increases to $23.55/hour 

based on tenure as per our Collective Agreement

Quick Facts:
 • Culturally diverse – employ people from all over the world
 • Fully integrated facility –Feed Mills, Barns, Transportation, 
  and Production Plant 
 • 2500+ employees worldwide
 • We Care about our employees, communities, customers, 
  animals, and our environment 
What we can offer you:
 • Competitive Wage 
 • Vacation: 10 working days of paid vacation as per our 
  collective bargaining agreement
 • Comprehensive Benefits package – health coverage, 
  dental plan, vision care, long-term disability, and 
  pension plan
 • Permanent full-time employment (74-80 hours per 
  bi-weekly)
 • PM Shift 
 • Full training, with genuine opportunities for career 
  progression
 • Employee Referral program - $500!
 • Free parking
 • Company events
 • And more!!!!
Your duties may include:
 • Cleaning and sanitizing butcher and slaughter production 
  areas and everything in between to ensure top-quality 
  food safety standards.
 • Operating cleaning equipment like high-pressure hoses 
  to clean production equipment.
 • Using cleaning chemicals with respect and following 
  Material Safety Data Sheets.
 • Ensuring all Quality Assurance checks are performed.
 • Maintaining a safe, clean, and organized work area 
  throughout the facility.
 • Collaborating as a team to meet tight deadlines, ensuring 
  production floors operate on time
We are looking for people who are:
 • Fit and capable of working in a physically demanding 
  role. Capable of bending, lifting, and climbing.
 • Available to work an 8-hour Night Shift from Monday-
  Friday, between 11:15 PM to 9:00 AM
 • Capable of repetitive manual tasks and standing for long 
  periods of time
 • Capable of working in diverse environments, including 
  exposure to varying temperatures, humidity, and odors
 • Minimum of one (1) to seven (7) months experience in 
  sanitation, or industrial cleaning, or heavy-duty cleaning
 • Completion of Secondary school or equivalent 
  experience
 • Able to effectively communicate in English
 • At least 18 years old to meet the minimum age 
  requirement 
HyLife is dedicated to promoting equal employment 
opportunities for all job applicants, including those who 
identify as a member of the following groups: Indigenous 
people, Newcomers to Canada, Older workers, Veterans, 
and Visible minorities.
Ways to apply: 
Online at http://hylife.com/careers/ or mail to PO Box 
10,000, 623 Main St E, Neepawa, MB R0J 1H0. 
Fax to: 204.476.3791 | Email to: jobs@hylife.com |  In 
Person at 623 Main ST. E, Neepawa, MB R0J 1H0
For inquiries contact: Phone: 204.476.3393 
HyLife has an accommodation process for employees with 
disabilities. If you require a specific accommodation during 
your employment because of a disability, please contact 
Jobs@hylife.com. An HR representative will be in touch with you as 
soon as possible. Reasonable accommodations will be determined 
on a case-by-case basis and our accommodation policy can be 
forwarded upon request.

Be a part of the HyLife experience 
– your journey starts here!

We thank all applicants, however, only those under
 consideration will be contacted

TURTLE RIVER TURTLE RIVER 
SCHOOL DIVISIONSCHOOL DIVISION

invites applications for the following positions
Substitute Teachers & 

Substitute Educational Assistants
For the 2025/2026 School Year

Resume, Criminal Record, Child Abuse Registry 
Checks, Substitute Application Form and Grade 12 or 

equivalent is required.

Qualified Teachers will need to submit a copy of their 
teaching certificate along with their resume.

Submit resumes to:
Bev Szymesko, Superintendent

Turtle River School Division
Box 309

McCreary, MB
R0J 1B0

Phone: (204) 835-2067 Fax (204) 835-2426
e-mail: bevs@trsd.ca

Turtle River welcomes applications from people with 
disabilities. Accommodations may be available upon request. 

All applications are appreciated, only candidates who 
are selected for interviews will be contacted. Successful 
candidates must complete a Criminal Record/Vulnerable 

Sector and Child Abuse Registry check

MCNA Province-wide 
Classifieds

NOTICES

Advertisements and state-
ments contained herein 
are the sole responsibility of 
the persons or entities that 
post the advertisement, and 
the Manitoba Community 
Newspapers Association 
and membership do not 
make any warranty as to the 
accuracy, completeness, 
truthfulness or reliability of 
such advertisements. For 
greater information on ad-
vertising conditions, please 
consult the Association’s 
Blanket Advertising Condi-
tions on our website at www.
mcna.com.

URGENT PRESS RELEAS-
ES - Have a newsworthy 
item to announce? An excit-
ing change in operations? 
Though we cannot guar-
antee publication, MCNA 
will get the information into 
the right hands for ONLY 
$35.00 + GST/HST. Call 
MCNA (204) 947-1691 for 
more information. See www.

mcna.com under the “Types 
of Advertising” tab for more 
details.

DIGITAL ADS NOT GET-
TING RESULTS? SELL-
ING LAND? HAVING AN 
EVENT? Let us help you 
book a blanket classifie  
ad! You will be seen in the 
31 Member Newspapers, 
in over 368,000+ homes 
in Manitoba. Please Call 
THIS NEWSPAPER NOW to 
book, or call MCNA at (204) 
947-1691 for more details or 
to book ads. Take advantage 
of our great pricing! MCNA 
- Manitoba Community 
Newspapers Association. 
www.mcna.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Private mortgage lender. 
All real estate types con-
sidered. No credit checks 
done. Deal direct with lender 
and get quick approval. 
Toll free 1-866-405-1228 
www.firstandsecondmort-
gages.ca
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Think the Banner & Press only has local news? 
Think again! 

You can pick up the paper to get your weekly news, find a 
new recipe, look for jobs, go house hunting, even scout out 

upcoming events or sales in the area!

Find what 
you need in the 
classifieds!



Spruce Corner Farms
Custom Hay Cutting, 

Raking & Baling 
 Looking to serve you like you expect. 

Willing to travel and 
serve a big area.
Abram Wiebe   

204-841-2040
scfaw92@gmail.com

SERVICES 
GUIDE

Redi-Built and on site homes, 
Huron PVC Windows

Harold Klassen
Birnie, MB

Ph/Fax:
204-966-3207

Birnie Builders

harold.birniebuilders@gmail.com

“Let Us Custom Design A 
Home For You”

Redi-Built and on site homes, 
Huron PVC Windows

Harold Klassen
Birnie, MB

Ph/Fax:
204-966-3207

Birnie Builders

harold.birniebuilders@gmail.com

“Let Us Custom Design A 
Home For You”

Redi-Built and on site homes, 
Huron PVC Windows

Harold Klassen
Birnie, MB

Ph/Fax:
204-966-3207

Birnie Builders

harold.birniebuilders@gmail.com

“Let Us Custom Design A 
Home For You”

Redi-Built and on site homes, 
Huron PVC Windows

Harold Klassen
Birnie, MB

Ph/Fax:
204-966-3207

Birnie Builders

harold.birniebuilders@gmail.com

“Let Us Custom Design A 
Home For You”

Redi-Built and on site 
homes, cottages, 

huron PVC Windows

Phone/Fax
204-966-3207

Cell
204-476-6843

Certified Batch Plant and Cement TrucksCertified Batch Plant and Cement Trucks
Concrete • Gravel Sales • Rebar SalesConcrete • Gravel Sales • Rebar Sales

Custom HaulingCustom Hauling
Irvin   204-476-6236Irvin   204-476-6236

Rolling Acres
eady MixRolling Acres
eady Mix

We buy standin� Spruce and Poplar ��ber 

204-966-3372 

Full dimension 
Corral Planks 

Windbreak 

Cut and split firewood - Poplar, Ash, Spruce/Pine 
�� firewood - 16 cord load delivered to your yard 

Oak - Maple - Poplar - Jackpine - Spruce 

Garbage Bin 
Rentals

Roll Off Bins

We buy Scrap!
Phone 476-0002 

for more 
information

TAC
Ventures Inc.

WURTZ BROS. LTD
REDI-MIX

CONCRETE
• Concrete Pumpers

• Excavation & 
Earthworks Contractor
• Complete Demolition 

Service

204-466-2824
fax: 204-466-2999

admin@wurtzbros.com

JOHN’S
ELECTRIC LTD

JOHN’S
ELECTRIC LTD

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
476-3391   Neepawa

Call us for all of your electrical needs
Neepawa, MB
204-476-3391

Dauphin, MB
204-572-5028

Authorized GENERAC Dealer
Providing power back up systems for 

your farm & home

RAINKIE’S
SEWAGE SERVICE

PHONE

Jim Beaumont
476-2483

Owner/Operator

Cellular 476-6591
Dennis 476-2766

23 Hour23 Hour23 Hour23 Hour23 Hour
ServiceServiceServiceServiceService

Steve Friesen

204-476-0284

@WOODisan.2019

info@woodisan.ca

www.woodisan.ca

Custom. Sustainable. Local. 

Continued from Page 11
For the second straight year, it will be 

the Portage Padres that Plumas will face 
in the final. Portage secured its spot in the 
championship with a 7-6 win in Carberry 
on Monday night. Game stats were not 
available for publication before the Banner 
& Press publication deadline. For Portage, 
this is the sixth time in the last seven years, 
that they have advanced to the league final. 
The Padres are also the defending champs, 

as they defeated Plumas in the champion-
ship in 2024. 

The SCBL Championship will be a best-
of-five series, with the Padres having home 
field advantage. Game one, in Portage la 
Prairie, was played on Wednesday, July 30. 
Game two will be in Plumas on Tuesday, 
Aug. 5 . Start time is set for 6:30 p.m. 

Game three will be Aug. 6, while the 
fourth and fifth games, if  needed, will be 
on Aug. 14 and 15, respectively. 

Plumas/Portage a rematch 
from 2024 Santa Clara Final

You might say…A golf  
tournament?…In Arden?? 
Okay, well it’s actually a 
Pitch’n Putt fun day that 
started back in 2006 and 
had been held annually 
up until 2019. If  teeing off 
with hard hats, off a toilet, a 
spin the wheel and putting 
into a muffin tin golf  holes 
sounds fun, then please plan 
to attend next year. Bring 
friends and your best pot of  
chilli!  Serious, and let’s face 
it, non-serious golfers need 

only apply! There were over 
50 golfers registered for the 
10 hole fun event and ap-
proximately 80 people for 
the Chilli Supper. 

This year’s event, held on 
July 19, was a little extra spe-
cial.  This year, the event was 
renamed The Brent Hunter 
Memorial Party in the Park 
Fun Golf  and Chili Cook-
Off.  Brent always enjoyed 
this event and was a key 
member of  the community, 
always volunteering his time 
and energy and fun wher-
ever it was needed. This 
event also coincided with 

an idea to dedicate a flower 
bed in memory of  Brent. 
In true Brent fashion, in-
stead of  making something 
new, friends, volunteers 
and community members 
of  Arden re-purposed the 
plant bed located adjacent 
to the Curling Rink on 
Lansdowne Avenue. The 
project is almost complete. A 
sign indicating In Memory 
Of  Brent Hunter is in the 
works and will be placed at 
the plant bed soon.

Golf tournament in 
Arden a great success!

By Kevin Paramour
Submitted

14  NEEPAWA BANNER & PRESS  AUGUST 1, 2025

Titan’s player effort 
making an impact 
on and off the ice

Continued 
from Page 11

Neepawa Titans Head 
Coach and General Man-
ager Ken Pearson offered his 
evaluation on the 2024-2025 
year at the AGM. 

He noted the team closed 
out the year with a winning 
record (32-21-2-3. 69 points) 
and a spot in the playoffs for 
the second consecutive sea-
son. Both of  those feats have 
not been accomplished in 
Neepawa since 2009-2010. 

Pearson added that the 
team will have 18 roster 
players returning this year, 
so that should have them in 
a good position to contend 
once again this upcoming 
season. 

As well, all the over-
age players, who have 
wrapped up their MJHL 
eligibility, have committed 
to post-secondary institu-

tions. Pearson said being 
able to prepare these young 
men for the next phase of  
their lives, both on and off 
the ice is very important to 
the organization. 

One other item of  note 
related to the players is 
that in 2024-2025, they put 
in just over 1,700 hours of  
volunteer time throughout 
the community. 

For the upcoming year, 
the Titans confirmed that 
the  hockey school, training 
camp and several of  their pre-
season games will be operated 
in J & G Homes Arena in 
Brandon. The reason for this 
is that the installation of  ice 
in the Yellowhead Centre in 
Neepawa will not begin until 
late August, and it takes quite 
a bit of  time for the ice to 
settle in, so that it is in top 
tier condition for the winter.  

If  you were planning on 
heading to the Minnedosa 
Beach this weekend, you 
may want to reconsider 
your decision, as the Gov-
ernment of  Manitoba has 
issued an algae advisory for 
the lake. 

A notice posted to the 
Town of  Minnedosa’s 
Facebook page stated that 
if  large amounts of  green 
scum are visible, it is recom-
mended not to swim in it. 

The government notice 
advised beach users not to 
drink directly from the lake. 
The statement added that 
boiling or chlorinating the 
water will not make it safe. 

Officials warned animal 
owners to prevent pets or 
livestock from drinking the 
water along the shoreline, 
as it could be fatal. The 
Town forewarned against 
eating fish from the lake 
that appear unhealthy.

According to the Gov-
ernment of  Manitoba 
website, Cyanobacteria is 
the scientific name for blue-
green algae. It can be blue, 
green, or brown in colour 
and ranges extensively 
in size and shape. Some 
cyanobacteria species can 
potentially produce toxins 
that could be dangerous to 
people, pets, and livestock.

When the Manitoba 
Government tests the wat-
ers for the algae, they look 

for a total cyanobacterial 
cell count of  100,000 cells 
per mL, and any amount 
below 100,000 cells per mL 
is safe for recreational activ-
ities. In the Government’s 
test results on July 28, the 
cell count was 269,000 per 
mL, triggering the advisory. 

Town of  Minnedosa’s 
Chief  Administrative Offi-
cer, Danniele Carriere, said 
signage has been erected on 
the beach and around the 
campground.This week-
end marks the Town’s an-
nual Rockin’ The Fields of  
Minnedosa, and the CAO 
said that although the Algae 
Advisory is to advise beach 
and lake goers to take cau-
tion should the green scum 
be visible, there are plenty 

of  other great activities to 
do in Minnedosa. 

“The Town of  Minnedo-
sa has many other amazing 
opportunities, whether that 
be visiting Squirrel Hills, 
Heritage Village, Bison 
Enclosure, Ishii Gardens, 
playgrounds, the new Flor-
ence Bold Memorial Spray 
Park, disc golf, and many 
trails,” she said. 

She added that the 
Province of  Manitoba is 
responsible for the body 
of  water, and they will be 
monitoring and testing the 
lake for additional bacteria. 
The Province will advise of  
any next steps. Residents of

Minnedosa Lake placed 
under algae advisory

By Joshua Jackson
Neepawa baNNer & preSS

Minnedosa should not 
be concerned about their 
drinking water supply, as 

their water supply is 
sourced from wells, not 
from the river.
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Third year’s a charm for Whitemud Music Festival 

Music lovers, mark your 
calendars! Arden’s popular 
Whitemud Music Festival 
is set for its highly antici-
pated third annual event, 
returning Aug. 22 to 23, 
2025. What started in 
2023 has quickly become 
a regional favourite, with 
organizer Robert Cameron 
calling its rapid growth 
hard to believe.

“The time has f lown 
by. Our host committee 
is proud of how fast this 
event has become a quality 
product that is seeing lots 
of return attendees and 
is growing rapidly each 
year,” said Cameron. “We 
are fully expecting another 
boost in attendance for this 
year’s festival  as well.”

This year’s edition of 
the festival is jam-packed 
with many acts, including 
returning favourites The 
B34st, from Puerto Val-

larta, Mexico, and new-
comers including Mandy 
Ducharme and the Abso-
lute B’s, Just 4 Kicks, and 
Dan Lussier. 

“It’s truly amazing the 
amount of talented musi-
cians out there, we have 
bands reaching out to us 
now to get in the line-up 
as they have heard posi-
tive things from previous 
acts who have played the 
festival,” he said. 

The closing night of the 
Whitemud Music festival 
features a crew of cover 
bands playing the classics. 
Hip 2 Be Square will be 
holding down the stage 
with a Huey Lewis and 
the News set, Ramble 
Tamble will be covering all 
of Creedence Clearwater 
Revival’s biggest hits, and 
The Main Street Exiles 
will close the festival out 
with a tribute to the Roll-
ing Stones. 

Cameron thinks that 
people who are on the fence 

about attending this year’s 
festival should consider 
attending and seeing what 
they have to offer. 

“From the beginning, 
the host committee has 
tried to keep it an affordable 
weekend for people. While 
some of the bigger festivals 
cost $300 or more per per-
son, we are at $80 a person 
if bought before the event 
and camping is included in 
that price,” he said. “We 
also keep our adult bever-
age price down and don’t 
try to break the bank for 
people, we also have great 
food trucks on site.

The music Festival has 
quickly grown throughout 
its life. Attendance at the 
festival doubled last year 
from the first edition, and 
the group received plenty 
of positive feedback from 
attendees and musicians.

“I had a gentleman from 
Brandon tell me he had 
been going to some of the 
area’s bigger festivals for 

By Joshua Jackson
Neepawa Banner & Press

FILE PHOTOS

Rattlesnake Suitcase (Guns N’ Roses tribute) at the 2024 Whitemud Music Festival.

Multicultural Day
hosted in Neepawa

IMAGE COURTESY OF NEEPAWA AND AREA SETTLEMENT SERVICES

Neepawa and Area Immigrant Settlement Services hosted a Multicultural Day 
Festival at Neepawa’s Riverbend Park on July 26, starting at noon.
The event invited members of the public to celebrate beauty and diversity in the 
heart of Neepawa with live song and dance performances, crafts, henna, face 
painting, and more.

over 20 years and was lov-
ing our festival as much, if 
not more than the others, 
which was nice to hear,” 
said Cameron. 

Each year, the festival 
raises funds for the Arden 
Curling Club, but this year, 
the festival is also donating 
a portion of the proceeds to 

Juvenile Diabetes. 
Cameron said it takes 

a small village to put on 
this music festival, and he’s 
grateful for the growth and 
everyone who pitches in to 
make it happen. 

“We want to thank our 
supporters, volunteers, and 
local businesses that have 

helped us so far,” said the 
organizer. “Without all of 
the support, we wouldn’t 
be able to pull this off. 
We hope to see everyone 
August 22nd and 23rd in 
Arden for the Whitemud 
Music Festival.” 

Plumas resident awarded 
Coronation Medal

Between the hustle and 
bustle of the Plumas Fair on 
Saturday,  July 26, MP Dan 
Mazier made time to laud 
a well-deserving citizen 
with a King Charles III’s 
Coronation Medal.

Wendy Denbow was 
awarded the medal for her 
volunteerism, with many 
organ izat ions around 
Plumas. Denbow has 
taught across three school 
divisions and has helped 
lead figure skating pro-
grams, 4-H Clubs, Sunday 
School, and confirmation 
classes at her church.

The award w inner 
helped develop youth 
events like the Pine Creek 
School Division Junior 
High curling bonspiels, 
while finding time to edu-
cate the public on behalf 
of Central Plains Cancer 
Care Services. Denbow 
is a natural-born leader, 

serving as director of the 
Big Grass Community 
Foundation, lending her 
talents to the Plumas Terry 
Fox Run, and organizing 
Fall Suppers in her com-
munity.

Denbow has also served 
as a member of the Legion 

and Ladies Auxiliary for 
50 years, serving terms as 
President, Zone Deputy 
Commander, and Zone 
Commander. 

Cong ratu lat ions  to 
Wendy Denbow for the 
well-deserved honour. 

By Joshua Jackson
Neepawa Banner & Press

PHOTO BY JOSHUA JACKSON

Wendy Denbow (right) received a Coronation Medal 
from Riding Mountain MP Dan Mazier (left) recently.

Find us online:        Follow us on Twitter:
www.myWestman.ca       @BannerandPress
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LIVE ONSITE
FARM RETIREMENT AUCTION 

FOR PYRAMID FARMS LTD. (BARRY HALWAS) 
Saturday, August 9th, 2025 

Inglis, MB Area - 10:00 AM Start Time 
Inglis, MB Area (From Junction 83 and 482 corner, 2 miles east and 1 mile south or from Inglis, 2 miles south 

(turn just past school) (Watch for Signs) 
CCoonnttaacctt  BBaarrrryy  aatt  220044--777733--66881166  oorr  220044--556644--22332299  

** Lunch on Site **    ** NO Visa/MC/Debit machine on site **    ** Terms Cash or Cheque ONLY **    
** Cheques Over $10,000 must be accompanied by bank draft from unknown/new customers or 

items to be left on premises until cheque clears, no exceptions unless confirmed by auctioneer! ** 

CG Auction Service HALWAS 3x 
Jul 8 2025 
 

3x137

Tractors: 2013 Case 600 Quad Trac/600hp/6653hrs/6 scv, 2 are ¾ inch couplers/low pressure return/PTO/High 
output hydraulics/12.9L FPT Engine/full powershift/autosteer/36” tracks; 2009 Case IH Steiger 535 4-wheel 
drive/Cummings QSX15 Engine/535hp/4627hrs/good original 800/70R38 tires/duals; 6030 John Deere/good 
original condition/cab/24.5x32 tires/no side screens/approx. 8300 hrs/dual hyds; 2-105 White with 707 Leon 
Loader/forks/very good rear 20.8x38 tires/11.00x16 fronts/354 perkins engine/9962 hours/dual pto; 2-110 
White/perkins engine/20.8x38 rear tires/showing approx. 7500 hrs; 135 Massey/gas/3ph/14.9x24 rear tires/power 
steering. Combines/Headers/Swather/Transport: Combine #1-2014 John Deere 690 c/w 2014 JD Pick up 
header 15ft/advance Powercast/Sunnybrook concaves/contour master/HP Chaffer/PowerFold/2771 Engine Hrs/1740 
Separator Hrs; Combine #2-2015 John Deere 690 c/w 2015 JD Pick up header 15ft/advance Powercast with Lancota 
Steel Paddle/John Deere small wire concaves/contour master/HP Chaffer/PowerFold/4-Chain Feeder house/leather 
interior/2622 Engine Hrs/1519 Separator Hrs; Combine #3-2014 John Deere 690 c/w 2017 JD Pick up header 
15ft/Powercast tailboard with Lancota Steel Paddle/MAD concaves/aftermarket feed acceleration/HP 
Chaffer/PowerFold/2527 Engine Hrs/1653 Separator Hrs; 3-John Deere 635 D Pick Up Headers (2010,2012,2016) 
35ft/pickup reels/self leveling units sold with headers; 2-Sets of 2016 Soucy Combine tracks to fit JD 690 
Combines/32” wide/only used in fall of 2016 then taken off, cleaned and stored inside shop/near new condition; 
2016-John Deere W150 Self Propelled Swather/35ft/only 634.5hrs/split pick-up reel/roller on back/gps; 30ft Bergen 
3600 swather/header carrier transport/used very little/like new. Grain Cart/Augers/Grain Vac/Hopper 
Wagons/Bins/Grain Dryer: Approx. 2018 Brent 1082 grain cart/bought new/approx. 1000 bushel/pto driver/has 
hyd option/tarp; 2-Westfield 80-46 PTO Driven augers; Westfield WR 80-41 PTO Driven Auger; 2-Sakundiak HD 
10-1600 Self propelled/53ft augers with 35 and 38 Kohler engines; 2-Westfield MK130-81 Electric Swing Augers; 
Westfield Auger for parts; Brandt 5200 grain vac/with all hoses/piping; 3-hopper wagons/approx. 100 bushels; 2–
2700-bushel westeel bins on cement/to be moved/located offsite; 2–1650-bushel metal industry bins on cement/to 
be moved/1 has Sukup fan/located offsite; Vertec 6600 grain dryer/3-phase power/c/w-2 in-loading and 1 out-
loading auger. High Clearance Sprayer and Air Seeder (drill and cart sold separate): 2018-Case 4400 High 
Clearance Sprayer/1613hrs/1200gal tank/120ft booms/aim flex command/lux cab/710 tires wide tires/accuboom 
section control viper 4 plus/active suspension/auto boom wheels; Set of 4 narrow sprayer tires/380 90 R46/fit case 
4400; Set of 4 Tridekon Crop Savers with Brackets for 4440 Case Sprayer; Bourgault 3320 Air Drill/approx. 76ft/10 
inch spacing/3/4” carbide tips/seed blockage monitors; Approx 2019 Bourgault 7700 Air Cart/approx. 700 bushels. 
Trucks and Trailers: 1994 GMC Topkick Heavy Duty 3-ton truck/16ftbox with hoist/366 gas engine/std/showing 
74378 km/safetied; 2005-Freightliner/515 Detroit diesel/500hp/autoshift 18 speed transmission/802,636 
km/bought with approx. 635,000 km/Safetied; 2019-Loadking Distinction 45ft Aluminum Grain Trailer/Electric 
Tarp/11R 24.5 Tires/Dual Hopper/Tri-Axle/Safetied; 2009-Cancade Aluminum Tri-Axle Grain Trailer/Electric Roll 
Tarp/41ft/Dual Hopper/Safetied; 1983-Arnes Triple Axle Belly Dump Gravel Trailer/Safetied; 2004 Chev stepside 
½ ton/good 5.3L engine/4x4/blown transmission/for parts; Late 70’s Chev Sierra 35 one ton/deck box/for parts. 
Industrial Equipment: 435 Caterpillar Scraper/17 to 18 yrds/used for approx. only 50hrs after conversion/new 
rear tires/heavy duty orginal neck/all new hyd cylinders put on after conversion; Custom Built Gravel 
Screener/Diesel Engine/Good Unit. Tillage/Farm Equipment: Approx 2019 Schulte Soilstar DHX-600 60FT Mulch 
Finisher/like new 50ft Bourgault Deeptiller/knock off shovels; 2-Degelman 570 Stone Pickers with throw out clutch; 
6 ft Metal Swath Roller; Dion Machineries 550 HO Silage Blower/PTO Driven; Greenbelt systems silage box/catcher. 
Farm and Misc. Items: 1000-gal fuel tank on custom built skid/50ft hose/meter; Qty of hydro and fence posts; 
Various sizes of rear tractor tires; Lincoln 250 Ideal Arc Welder; Craftsman 12” Tablesaw; Roller Table; Fertilizer 
Screener; 2-919 Labtronics Moisture Testers; Various 2-Way Radios; Approx 50 New Bourgault 12” Deep Tiller 
Shovels; Shurflo Electronic Flow Meter and Chemical Pump with Hoses; Approx 100 2” Bourgault Carbide Openers 
(New); More Misc. Farm Items to be added on sale day! 
Only approx. 1.5 to 2 hrs of small selling, come early as larger items will start selling around 12 pm! 
Barry is retiring from farming and is offering up for sale his full lineup of low-houred, late model equipment. 
If you are planning on up-grading your equipment for this upcoming harvest season, plan to attend this 
auction! Barry’s tractors/combines/sprayer/air seeder/swather/trucks and everything else listed is ready to hit 
the fields this fall! Most major items have always been shedded and ev-erything has been very well cared for. 
Major Items are in premium condition and would make great additions to any farming operation!

CG AUCTIONS 
CURTIS GOODS - Auctioneer 

Phone – Text, 204-937-0144, Roblin, MB

Website: 
tinyurl.com/cgauctionsroblin 

Facebook: 
CG Auction Service

Plumas Fair provides fun for all

PHOTOS BY JOSHUA JACKSON

The Town of Plumas showed big-time 
spirit as it hosted its annual fair over 
the weekend. The event kicked off 
on Friday with a Santa Clara Baseball 
League playoff game, while Saturday 
featured a pancake breakfast, parade, 

kids’ activities, and fireworks to end the event.

Pictured left: This young fellow had a great bout of fun while using the large 
inflatable slide that was available.
Pictured middle: The local Legion was one of many groups and businesses 
that took part in the parade portion of the event. Here, some of the Legion 
representatives share bright smiles as they pass by.
Pictured right: Many of the attending youth took part in the available kids 
activities. Seen here are but a few from the fair’s crowd doing just that!
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